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OVER THE SHIPS. |

FLIGHT WITH M. GUILLAUX|

IN A BEA-PLANE

Two thousand feet abeve Sydoey Harbour!
The buge Isbric of the ses-plane suspended.
ipparontly motionless o mid-alr, whils be-
twern Lhe wings the great engine thundefed,
and in front, sestsd behiod his little wind-
shicld, M, Guillayx grasped the curved levers
whieh direeted the machine agalnst every force
which oatura could bring to bear in that short
half-hour,

Oulllaux 1he debonalr! glanclng over his
phoulder ln o mischlevous way to wateh the
offect upon his passenger of s 50 yards fint
drop loto an alr-pochet over Clrcular Quays;
waving his hood to a party of [lHputian ten-
nls players, playing on a secluded court io
North Sydoey; bul always secufe, olwoys
ready for an emergency,

¢ ssa-plane canted oo Iils side, and the
whele panorama swung around as on a plvot
|Diminutive ferry boats wers leaving Clreulnt
Quay, but betorc the noles of their white-
stenmed salute could meeend. the sen-plana
|I'll o¥er the [unoels of the Australins Beot,
pougly anchored o Farm Cove, The thought
of how easlly an sxplosive could Le dropped
on the battle-crulser was Irreslitible

“(T'est dommage que nous n'avons pas de
|bombes!™ sald the reporter, having in mind
M. (Gulllanz's views oo aerial warfafe.

“Oul pour la bas!" was the laughing reply.
'ma the gloved hand releassd the control, and
pointed stralght down to the unprotected decks
of the Austraila.

What could have baan easier than to bave
dropped axplosives? Even at that great
helght the wveriest t¥ro could have found the
mark.

Bui 1t was mors pleasursble by far to look
slasewhere. Thers was a sensa of security im
the broad white planes with thelr mathematl-
ecally ezact rows of weoden struts, or in
watching the working of the busy englne at
the back of the pessenger's seat-—but, "la
bas!™ If guve one the sensation of belng too
near to ths edge of B preciplice.

It was not far away to Bolany, nnd the big
white rollers could be sven breaking along
the Coogee shore. Passing over ths south-
ero hays there was & disturbance in the alr,
caused M, Gulllaux eaid, by the hot air rls-
Ing from the land, The sensatlon was simi-
inr to that eiperiesnced whenm 8 [asi motor
launch is travelling over & ruffled pes. The
machins would Iall bodlly for an appraelable
distagce, and thsn bump, bump, bump, as 8
solid air coshion was resched, mnd the ma-
ching ance more began to Elide forward. M.
Cuillauz hed 8 oure for Lbis, howsever, and
with s tilt of the tall the machine would as-
cend o such a hufry as to leave Lhe pas-
senger breatblesa.

Bui as the clevatlon ipcremsed so did the
panorams eipend. Nothing lost its colour,
the Parrbmatta was sliver; Goveroment Houds

National Library of Australia

- 1954), Monday 11 May 1914, page 11

e mm—— e == m— ey

the Parrbmatia was sliver; Goveromeni Houds
grounda with tbe peatly laid out fower beds
wore [Dlenscly green, sod the ha  our iteelf I
the blue of the mky. But that wr- oaly In|
the deep paris. From thoe bhighest elevatlon
& groal area of the bottom of the bharbour
could be sesp. 'When ascending, sl frst the |
wiler appeared yellow, but this proved (o
be the saud, and afterwards it was possible Lo
wateh thes change in the formation of tho
bed of the chaonel

To svhelter themselves {rom seroplones in
Bydosy Harbour, the new submparines musi
bave a coal of puiot the pature of the chame-
leons, otherwise they Julght jush ss well re-
main oo the surfsce. The translucent
depihg of Bydoey Harbgur appafontly bLave
thelr disadvaniages Irom m strategical poliot
ul wiew.

High eover Fort Denlsen (hé roaf abd
vibralion of Wy epgine suddenly ceased. The
volpiana Lo Lhe weler bad comicoced, abu
slowly e machineg Wited  [orwards,
the wWind commenced Lo whistle, and
then shriek through the plapes, aod Al
Uunlllaux's sboulders sank untll the passsnger|
saw sboer down to the waler bepealh. As the
muchips f{all everyihing raced to mest IL A
ship grew iz #ize with Inoredible rapldity;
the bottem of thse barbour disappesared and
instead wers duncing wavelsis, whita-Lopped
by the brisk breese. A momeol later and
Liny ware #lappisg the heels of ths yellow
woodon floats ss the tall came Jdowo and Lhe
scaplane came Lo resl.

[ A BUSY DAY.

During ths day M. OGulllaux made po fower
than 13 fdghis with Mr, Hordern's seaplane,
la the moruiog he made Double Hay his head-
|quartors, and made ano seceat with Misa
{Louise Carbssse, who deseribed her experi-
ence a8 “'Magoifigues ¢t pas dapgersux.'

in the afterncon, baving Mr. Lebbeus Heor-
dern om board, he Oew Lo Manly, where sev-
eral fights wers wade from Lhe vicplty of
North Harbour.
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