
CRASH NEAR GEELO 
oint Cooke' Cadet Killed.4*-  

3telbnurne, Sept. 
Anothei aviation Mtn r.ty oc(;rrett thl.4 
rnIng,„; when . tergean't Ernest - „Brintt 

pilot • in 'training,'• front  
the• Point :Cooke Fb•inig teh'oo!. Crashed 

'•1v1:en 'on' a solo flight near (leehing. and 
tla.ieJai•ed w hid!e. bsequen tly 

• proved 	 •.. 
libel • set- out •'frolit PoInf:T Cooke in  ins a 
Ue Itavii.a•M: 9 machine, about 9.30.'•• It 
was nearly half an hour..later 'when; he 
Wan approa•hing Geelorq at a height of 
About • 2(l0•fand t he machine sud•
denly mode a eiiinning nose dive to earth; 
It landed in open ground, on a subdivi• 
Sion estate opposite the new Ford 'Alotor 
Works.-,•,:•'•Ehell 'sustained'  ••• terrible •'•• 

• juries. 	 • fractured,',1erild',! 
• his thigh and left arm were btokelL 
was also::injured„.•' internally. •;•:: He . 
hurried t.o the Geelong 
died 'about three hours 

	

The Nitric of the .accident 	matte.c), 
of conjeeture.-r,31r.',P.. Pratt. 	expert=":,. 
et ceti 
Ae 	.S.:ervice,'•' is of opinion :• that'. F?bell, is 
re‘lising that somethlng had gone,wrong :::t 
wi.h the maeltine,!tried to make a forced 
landing. in open country:. but that •when •fi.•• 
low down the machine stalled and, nutse..c, 
dived before • he could -right 
ansumption its supported by ..those 
wit neeSed the craph.'••,..! About 'ira.:1 a • Itilo•y:: 
before ranching the scene of the disits-te•.E.  
Med:was flying at a' good 
just prior to the accident be was seen. 
to turn ;.witlr' the wind and immediately• 
descend. ::: When • about : feet -..froin. 
the ground the plane tilted and began 
its.tnl, ncrse The nose ploughed 
a 'hole . ,•,-.'about two' feet deep in tbe -t 
grouted, The force of 'the impact enused!;•,• 
the machine to rebound about 20 feet 
in the air, and it came to rett about

ya•rds from. where it first struck. The 
plane *nip splintered.' — • ••• • '•••••- •'••.,•Y 
• Messrs. McGrath and N. McClure, who •••!.,, 

Were near by. were the 'first on thirscene. 
They. found Ehell 'practienllY free front 
all the wreckage.- The police and ntetbul,H, 
acre were ;el media 	sunlit toned... as„,-; 
well Alt 	doctor, • who ordered the . 

'jured• man's removal tn .:the la=•-:,-  
lessthan•:";an •hOur2tifter .,•„4" theerash 4.4„ 
doctor nrrived front Point Cooke by' nero., - 
'ph/nevi but a to Bad .:.;,been•_re-moved 
he returned 

One 'witness of theaccident stated, that;  '.• 
com mented 

to deacersd suckterri y when at a height 
000 feet...,F4He WAS Intro that the engine;:;  
had been stopped and that the propellee,;.,  
was not revolving. When about 200  feet.'' 
ll) It gave a bad tilt and'eame,.toeacth4 

a lmost vertically. 	• ••'• ••',• • "• 
:•. 'Mr. McClure. who was in bed when the:: 
truchir,e passed over his. : house imm•l 
diately before the'. crash. snid that :t114).; 
roar of the engine was intermittent 'all(12 
that he 'felt - t{rat;+it; duos stalling ~shale:°s. 
he heard - the • ernsli.."f.:• Ebel) apparcutly.„ 
did not • have the strnps a.S he wns:::' 
clear of the wreekage.,•!•::4 lie was S.  111100  
scloui when McClure  •• reached him. •• • 

Sterge-ant 'Ebel' was aged t3 year Ifo 
crated in the -  Royal- Australlatt, ',,.-- Air 

' Force in August.' 1921, and for . nearly, 
fire rears had been stationed at l'•int•• 

.•Cooke as a mechanic. '1 Ile. wit's selectee) 
• in' 	 for., 	con rse.:'Of. 	instruel•;`.. 
1•,.t!onir- and since: that tinto'.' had been 
t,:„;:rier.4,1rnining, for_ 	••'.• pilot's "•"=,"",.•"wing's.-"4 
iris&,eottree' for which„..Ebell wad;; selected
' • of. sit Y.'„; m ont hist," du raticrn•; and 

• have..fAunlifiecl for, 	 certifirtte  
Ile had no relatives }lt 

9- z (614- perpt4 

6441#r x•26 

alplboorne. Sept. 5.  
:`'nee the beginning .of the year there 

have:been-seven air • fatalities in 'Aus-
tralia,•• and-In .three. flying cadet s hive 
been, involved. The first • occurred ors 
Feb rua 	• wh en•I'• n aeroplane from ;•'' 
the Richmond nermlroMe ,•• stalled- and 
critsbed at - Ainslie, '• near Canberra. Fly-',.• 
leg (► icer 1'. M. Pitt and Air4;rafisman , • 
W.' Callander were killed. ••-•••-•••.. 	. 	• • 
'A little. over a week later Cadet A.''. 

:F.' Freeman, was killed when. his machine 
stalled and • rim!' to the ground from a .:- 
hei'zlIt'o:7 200 feet nt Point Cooke. • • • 
•• (hi June 8 a nmchine flown by. Cadet 
A. If; Percival era-flied at a point about"' 
100 yards from. the . ..Willinnis4own race-. • 
oours!,-• and he • woo killed instantly. 

Pour weeko Inter Cadet. P. St. G.  
pon was receiving instrticti•oa  front 
Flying Officer W. -• Holtirnm in a De. 

dal -'control m.ichine, which 
stalled and spun nose first into a paddock 
near the Silding at Manor, abOut five miles 
nit the Geelong side of Wetribee. The 
aeroplane burst into flames on  
the grouts:, and when the bodies of Holt-. 
ham and Watson. were recovered they 
were burned beyond recognition., 

Since the formation of the Air , 
Force there have been 14 fatal flying ne-, 
eidents and vine deaths in the. Air Force.\ 
and seven accidents nnd.12- deaths in , 
civil aviation. •:•', °"'' • • 

• • 	• 
V••Tha seeretnry of..the Air Board (Mit=;',";" 
jor. P: 	Om n ) said to•dny that See..-:•' 
grtnt-',Eheit•linit. been-engaged -in•-••a••••pr-a0--H, 	 
ice flight and had left Point Cooke in .•! 
the - in•ormilg to add to hist record of 
flying time. •'A' Qualification of :at hours 
solo flying is neeessary before a studert.: 
Is 'granted hip 'pilot's% eertillente. • 

The official report ninde to Major Cole- •,. 
man indieated ilint the aeroplane was 
nn altitude of 2,000 feet when it began 
to :fail, .••• During the whole of Its Litt. 
the report added, the in:whine spun, At 
was wrecked. and it was considered un-
likely that it would be pessado, by an • 
examination of the ruined aeroplane. to... 
establish definitely the cause of the 
hap. 'rho accident, Major Coieman adil-. 
ed. rid tlebt(41 Wit II a severe rains•totill 
yesterday morning, and it was possible 
that Ebell. although he had had consider-
able flying experience,-.had• been dive 
turbed and unnerved by: the storm. 

Record of Accidents. • • 


