[ FLYING OFFICER KILLED.
| CRASH AT CANBERRA.

1ther. I nor a

- Evidence at Inguest. -

. ~ Canberra. May 10.

Features of the inquiry held yat the'
Oaglberr.gi Hosptal to-day by Mr. John~
Ga;np. stt-rxg-; Coroner, into .the “circum-
grances of the death of Fiying Officer
Francis Charles Ewen. aged 27 years,:
o was killed i the aeroplane disastefz:';
’yestgrcgy, were the stateinents:of ex-,v‘
peri witnesses of the Royal Air® Forece
_L}rbwt deceased was turnéing his machine’
tmto Sormation for the Ropal salute when-
the accident occurred, and that he hade
been :two hours constantly c¢ircling in the,
air, the effect of which was held To make
a pilot sleepy. 4

Mr, Gale, doven.of Ausiralian covoners,’;
who is 97 vears ¢f age. in returning a
finding of aceidental death. saidi—"ei~.

2 A “Nebsy
Fone else could arrive at any
other conclusion but thati this was one!
of those inexplicable  events that can--
not be accounted for even by experts,
as the deceased was alone in ‘his machine,
and was unconscious after ‘the fall 807
that te held his- secret. even if he ‘him-
ge.f k.ne.wg 'hoxy the mishap had oeeurred...
No- one-{ to’ blame for zhe tragedy, as”
the evidence shows that theve was no ap-
parent deiect in the machine. wWhich had.
been recently overhauled amd judged in’
Bt condition.” ' . - -
_Dr. A, J. W. Malcolm. temporary mes
dical . officer @t Canberra Hospital, de+
scribing the injuries to- deceased, said::
*On his admission he was undonscious,”
suffering from shock, conmpound’ frae-+
tures of right and left huméri, fractured.
femur, two fractuves of left &ibia, lace-=w
rated aros and ankles.: severe chest in-"
juries and [ractured ribs. He died at 7i
o'clock 'wst night. death being due. toy
shock following injuries.” . Vs
Constable G. W. Robinson., of Sydrey;-
saids “At 25 minutes past 3 yesterdays
afternoon: I wes-on. traffic duty morth=
exst of Parliament House. 1 noticed!
about 15 aeroplanes flying over No. 4.
camp. one of which sudlealy appeared
i3 get cut of control. It mnose-dived;
straight down, and crashed to. earth.
outside (Partsment ° House. I bor-
rowed @ moior car. and ai the
sceng of . the  accident foumd . the!
decessed Iving. om the groupd. out of;
‘the wrecked machine. In my opinion, the
machine nose-dived 500 to 600 feet.”
Arthut Poole "Lawrence. Director of
Medica! Sérvices in the RIALA.F.. corro-
i borared Dr. Malealm's evidence regard-
ing he ciuse of ¢ath. Lol e oM
Machine Overhauied and Examined.

Flighi-Lieufenant - Elis Charles Wac-.
kett said: “1 was on the review ground,

and gaw the deceased's machine leave iis;

‘ f()rma‘ fon. and it disappeared from my
view. aboyt 50 feei from the ground.
Though the deceased need not necessarily:
 have crashed when T saw ‘him disappear,
i he was falling steeply.” The machipe had:
| been overhauled® immediately hefore its
fiight, mnd I examived it on the site of;
the aceident. and.again this morningl to-
ascertain if the-comnirols showed any de-
! fects. 1 found nothing wrong that could:
i not ‘have been caused by the ‘rasi. Thei
deceaseéd was s gqualiffied. pilot.of most
sober Mahits,.2and physically very fHt.” -
Sydney James Moir, a fiying officer of
No. 8 Squadron, RAAF. said: “T was|
following behind. and slightly above, de-
ceased’s neroplane at a height of a little
!a’h}ove'l.(}()o feet. We were giurning into
i squadron formation to give the Royal sa-
{lute, . when deceased’s machine suddenly
[ ieft the formetion and dived to earth. If
his aeroplane had stalled. e had at that |
- height ample time to bring 1& safely to”
earth.” " ) i
! “Heward Bowden Fletcher, angther fly-

|

ing officer of No. 3 Squadron. said: T
&+

e some formation as,the
ced him leave the forma=
tion in @ staling turn. which was con-:
tnued in a fuither half turn {0 the{
rgreund.  The formation in which our
" machines were associated ‘had just eom-
! d a turn. and it appeared thai de
sed stalled @ so doing. By that ox=
.ssion T do not mesn that his enging

vd. Engines do aoi stall but it ix.a.
question of losing flring speed. In ordin-
ary circumstances, however, deceased ']“"di
ample time to pull out of it. He had been.:
two hours coniinuousiy dn the air. and|

-~ mmew s

, was fiying. in
ideceased. I n

" Gift Machines Recnndx;i-t{n'edv
_ The Coroner: -Is it trye that that par
tienlar -asropione.. or that uny ‘of th
aergplanes. had been rebuilt’ from ol

machines that had served in the WE{’? o
. Witness: That I cannot say, but all
the -quaghines. have heen zeran Hone

and they are peérioflcally overbax
" The Coroner ihen teturned a finding
! ao¢identa’ death, no blame. being attac

zble to amyonc. : ] i
Fifth Mishap at Canberra. "
The crishk was the fifth miskap whicl
! has oéeurred since the airmen entered
1 eamp at Canberra some days ago Thi
others. foriunately. have been only s
{ consisting clieflf of forced landings. 1
morn.ng the pilot of a “Seagull” machi
wasg foreed to land at the aerodrom
{and. on reaching the ground, the machine
iited. and one wing struck ithe earth and
was greadly dzmaged. Repairs to the ma
chine were impraciicable, and it Was nots

used afterwar : R

o 3
- . B ) PR
ttempt to Open Parachute,
1; L " Canberra, May 10.
- re are indications that Bwen: mader
an effort to save himself by parachuting
to -earth. -Among .the wreckage ‘ol the
"machine was found a parachute, which.
had been upsirapped. The fach that the-
machme was flying so low might lave:
been  responsible for LEwen's failure to
make a leap in his parachute in time to
¢até himself from falling with the mai’

lebime.
. Royal Sympathy.”
o ’ Canberra. May 10.

«

His Bxcellency the Governor-Geuersl.
(Lord Stgnehaven) has rg-ce;v‘e.d the fol-
i lowing cable from. his Majesty the Wing:.
T am erieved to-hear of the death of ]
- Officer Ewen from the-result -of’
to- ‘a?‘s sccident. 1 <eeply sympathise

with Bis family in their sorrow. and a.sp’
i with the members of the Roral ‘Ausird-.
i lianSAir gorég in th% log i
. —(Signe eorge R.I. , o
'i‘hg Migister for Defence (Senator Sir !
William ,Glasgow) received to-day the

following messege from, the Duke and .|
{ Duchess of York:— The Duchess and I
I have heard with deep regret of the ter- !
rible accident -resulting in the death of
i Fiyine Officer Ewen We ask you io offer -
our heartfelt sympathy to his family In ‘
i their bereavémeant.” e s
17 From the Governor-General came the |
following :—Lady Stonehaven-and I de-
|| sire to espress to the relatives of the
| ‘ate Fiying Officer Ewen our decpest
I sympthy in their sad loss”

il
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i Tragedy again clouded
rejcicing—a day that of all
. free of blemish. .

and crashed to carth.

The tragedy occurr¢l a2t about 3.20
p.m., and the scene wus the small hill
fronting Pariiament House, about
threcquarters of a mile 'distant, and
quite close to the Y.W.C.A. marquee.
A number of people were in the ime-
inediate vielnify at the time, and as
the machine came hurtling earth-
vv:q.ré‘s,- they scg.ttcreql in panic. The

An inquest was held on Tuesday af-
ternoon at the Canberra Hospital by
the District Coroner (Mr. John Gale).
‘Dr. R J. W. Malcolm, temporary
medical officer, said that when brought
to\the hospital, Ewen was conscious,
but sutfering severely from shock.
There were compound fractures of the
riglit and left arms and left thigh, the
ribs were fractured, and there was a
large wound on the chestand lacerated
wounds on other parts of the body.
His death, which occurred at 7 o'clock,

| was due to shock, following his in-
"} gurrence.©

jurles.

Arthur- Poole Lawrence, Director of
Medical Services, R.AAF., gave 2
stmilar . opirion as to the cause of
death. : '

PLANE IN GOOD ORDER.

Flight Lieut. Ellis Charles Wack-
ett, RAATF, -said that from the re-
view ground he saw Iwen's machine
leave the formation: and fall steeply
perore it disappeared from his view.
He ‘afterwards examined the wreck-
age of the planc to ascertain it there
were defects in the controls, but there
was nothing to show that the disaster
was due to o defect. Theré might
have been several —reasons for the
crash, but he could not say what was
the cause. The mahine was in perfect
order, ‘and had been thoroughly over-
hauled -about.a week 280.. Ewen wWas
o qualifled pilot, 2 strong man, and of
sober habits. .

' UP 1,000 FEET.

. Flying Officer . Sidney James Moir,
No. 3 Squadron, R.AAF, sald that he
was flying slightly above Ewen at an
altitude of just oer 1000 feet. They
were turning into squadron formation
to give the salute. Ewen's plane left
the formation suddendly divided to
earth. He had no idea of the cause
of the accident. If Ewen had had en-
gine trouble he had ample room in
which to right his machine

Flying ~ Officer Howard Bowden
Fletcher; also of No. 3 Squadron, said
that he had noticed Ewen's machine
leave the formation ina stalling turn,
which was continued in 2 further half
turn to the ground. Ewen's forma-
tion had just completed 2 turn, and
it appeared:that ho stalled in doing
go. Under ordinary circumstances he
had every chance to pull out. Iwen
had becn in the air for about two
hours, and “after that Jength of time
in the air a pilot was apt to grow
tired. :

The Coroner: Is it true that {hat
particular ‘machine, or any of the
planes, were rebuilt from those used
in the Great War? ’ :

Witness: That I could not say. They
 have all been " yebuilt, and they are

AIR TRAGEDY

Plane Crashes During_ Review|

= PILOT DiES IN HOSPITAL

o ' AT THE CORONER’S INQUEST

a day cf cclebration and
others should have passed

. During the Royal review on Monday afternoon,
Flying Officer Francis Charles Exwen, piloting a smau one
man plane, known as a Scout Experimenter, lostc ontrol

s /' Horrified spectators, hurrying to the scene of the
1771 disaster, found Ewen otill alive, but terribly ‘injured, in
“the debris of the wrecked plane. ’ -
: R

crash was tremondous. A cloud of
dust and a sheet ‘of bluish flame rose
in the air. The machine was.& total
wroeck, Ewen was quickly carried to
the Telopea Park School emergency
hospital, and afterwavds to the Can-
perra Hospttal, but theres was no hope
for his recovery, and he died at about
7 o'clock in the evening.

THE VERDICT. :

The Coroper said that he could ar-
rive at no other conclusion than that
the fall was one of those inexplicable
things that happened, and could never
be accounted for, even by éxperts.
In this case the pictim, through shock
from his injuries, had been unable to
reveal the cause of the acident, and
had died taking the secret within.
He' found that death was due to the
aeroplane accidentally noge-diving, and
that nobody was o blame for its oc-

Flying Offiler - Ewen, who was 28
years of agc, was a New Zealander,
and had graduated nt Point Cook.. He
was formerly a stu lent at the RM.C..
Duntroon.

MILITARY FUNERAL.

Full militavy honers attendged  the
dead - alrman’s funeral on ‘Wednesday
morning in the old cemetery of. the
Church ¢f St John the Daptist. Tigh
overhead three acroplanes circled -the
ceny y and wrenths were dropped
by the graveside—a final tribute from
the duamd man's comrades.

.

sister services. . was headed Ly the
Pand. which played the
h in.Saul. Offtcers of the
a Porce acted as pall-brar-
The SErvicc was conducicd by
the Dishop of Goulburn (Do Rudford),
who was assisted by Canon Ward and
(he Tev. W. A: Fletcher.
No greater Joyalty, said Dro Rad-

Marching with  arms reversed, the)
funcral precession, comprising several ]
hundred men feom cach arm of -thet

ford, could have bLeen displayed than
officer’s comrades.

cluded the ceremoeny.

the Commonwealth and Dominion Gov-
ernments, the Speaker of the IIouse of
Representatipes, the Prestdent of the
Senate and the B A )

_* THE KING'S MESSAGE
L ———— :

The Governor-General (Lord Stone-
haven) has reccived & message from
the King expressing |SOrrow at the
tragic crash, and cxprossing sympathy

Ofticer Ewen.

Offieer-
Lo-day’
with his fianily in theic SOrrow, annd
also with the members of the Royal
Australian Air Foree, in the Joss of &
comrade.’ (Signed) Geerge L
P}

Bwen  from  ihe result of

DEPARTMENTAL INQUIRY
: MENTAL

MELBOURNE, Thursday.
The Minister for Defence, Sir T. WL
Glusgow, Iy inulituting imrediately an
inquiry into cvery aspeet cf the Royal

awerhauled rerularly.

Australian Adr Foree. The inquiry

the attendance of so many of the jate
A volicy fired over lhe grave con- | -
WWreaths were sent by their Royal :

Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of ||
York, the Prime Minister (Mr. Bruce), ¢

with the tamily of the late Flying-

The King's message was:—"T am |
gricved to hed - of the death of Flying- |

s accident. 1 deeply sympathiss |,

S 11 Aammetmpntally.  bus it
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AT THE SCENE OF THE DISASTER SHORTLY ATFTLE

<

Lk

d

Taar|

Y
4




