}‘the‘_'Air_ Force;:for- s'erera.l yea.rs‘,

yong - repair after its c*a.sh the
{nose; whmh conta.med the engine,
; bem' b T

WHILE Pl-' : oaacer W. G.
" outside” loop, almost upsi

Rae was in: the mxddie oi an’
ide -down, 4000ft. .- abov’e ‘the "

Geelong * Road near Laverton, yesterday afterndon, one
of the wings: of his Bristol Bulldog fighting plang snapped off

"Ianded- un.hurt

the Air Force from England

night, . 7 -
THIS is the ﬁrst time in the

THE use of parachutes. in. the
Australian- Air Force was in-
troducéd - about-three. years 'ago.
Their. . use« has ‘been. compulsory
dunnv the past--two -years, and
p1lots are given.therough practical
instruction’ in handling them ’
Pilot- Officer Rae lett the ground
“at .. Pointi—~ Cooke yesterday af‘.er-
JDoon about. 4 15 to do some prac-
tHee ‘filyingi - He a.cned a’ helght
‘ot about 400 0Lt :

Heard Somethxng: Snap

down r!ma.n outsr&e Ioop

_the machme. Hig gttempt.tor richt

realised .that the
):1 pe-of eStape.

- ppetr '
safety ‘belt,” took: _hold of._the: .
- 'parachute and-let himself Tall,.
landmg sately on-the - ground
. about. two: miles .from. Point ",
= Cooke .towards: Laverton. "

plane .leave the machine” about the
same fime-as-the-pilot-did. -The
machine itself. crashed not fa.r from
Flying Officer Rae-.

Pilot - Officer Rae, who- is an
Australian, < and ~ _has: .been.. in-

Now Quahﬁed

Pﬂot Officer - Rae has: now.-
. qua.hﬁed. for membeq:shlp of
. the Caterpillar Club, a world -
organisation of airmen who
have ' escaped. in parachutes
. when their machines have be-
 tome disabled in the’air. - It

was*® onvma‘iy fotmed in
. Americal SRS

landed. about 200 yards fmm the
Geelono Road at La.ver,.on, "1 soft
"round. oor L

As there wa.s Izt le wind at the
time, he did not drift far away
from- the machine, but was not in--
Jured. I-Ie did not even.suffer:from
shock. ~ Last night he was in per-
fect health. I-.te is. the first" Aus-
tralian flyer to eseape from a plane
by parachute-in an: emergency.
-The Bulldog was: damaged be-!

hea deep m the

ﬂ'round

THE machme which was smashed to p1eces,
eight. Bristol Bulldog fighters which recently arrived .for-

| been tested thoroughxy at"Point Cooke durmg the past forts

that a parachute has been used by an airman to save Ium-
self When ‘his‘machine has failed in' mid-aiz; * ~ :

eard something’ spap’ in|

"the plane was: unsuccessful znd He "

© Qbservers-fromr. the- groun _,sald ’
that they:- saw; the. wing: of " the}

" | Laverton, about 3.45 po

-} flying at-a‘height- of .abo

-| while the machine- was flying. on:

iand he’ Was forced to r°1ease h15 parachu to escape. ‘-He'

was one “of

They cost £3500 each and had”;

hlstory of ﬁymg in Austraha:'

. CANBERRA, Thu*sdar
report from’ the Air. Board:om
_smash. recéived by the. Minister: for
Defence (Mr.-Green) stated:.
A Bristol Bulldog singlé-seat

ﬁghter, pheted by leot-Oﬁcer W

1as
‘accident betweén. Point ookea.n,

i “Tha: p1Iot' reporfs ‘that  whe
4090‘}
feet he attempted an outside:’ loopd

its back. ' In. the course;of
manoeuvre, Pilot Officer Rae states:
that he heard a.loud crack; andj
somethmg appeared. to snap:«-- i}
the wing, -and the machine wenti

rinto an inverted spin.: As. ‘Bes

unable te regain suf'acient controlg
to restore the machine toits: nor-g
mal flying position, he loosen:
safety. belt.~ When clear of
machine, "he released his ' para
chute and alighted safely.” = . &
e
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