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trol, believing that he was only stunting, |
and he made no effort to-gef ont of the'
way - until it ;was" too late.:-: He *leaned’
back‘on a hos he was using and watched .,
the aeroplane,s:Then. he realised that the’
aeroplane was coming to earth.’: He tried

to jump aside,ibut ~the descent of the:

machine was so sudden.-that he was over-:
taken.:* In an instant the whirring pro-
peller " struck : him~on  ,the head and de- |
capitated him and the undercarriagze of
the aeroplane caught his body and dragged:
it along for 15 yards. The aeroplane tura-!
_ed over on its side and immediatcly’ bursy:
into flames. "= i e it
-~ James Smiith,” th

been working a®tractor. a little
away. He saw his father ecut-down ‘and"
ran to the burning machine,” where™: he.
found .the airmen almost too stunned to
escape.”s He dragged ;Sergeant Somerville
from the burning wreck and then rescued
Milgate, who ,was_bleeding- from cuts: ogy
the head and, face)i:The young man thea
discovered i the: manﬁled “remaing’y of " his’
father,#and = about ; t '

“farmer’s son, had.

ree yards from the’

fuselage,? overcome by, the_sight,” he “col-
Sy \.,.: g oo j* A &i

& Stieds

lapsed et

s Factory.
distance feis

could ;be ‘ascertained. One theory advane-
2 at - the _aeredroite—as - the probable
tause’ of the accident, was that the aero<
pocket, such as
Ititudes in bpgf
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plane encountered :mI air
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% The accident investigation commities of!
the Royal zAustralian Air Force, it was
stated,::would ..leave Alelbourne - to-night:

at Richmond

i . P
~People working close by on other farms,
ad scen - the aeroFIane ‘erash and_ rani
to the spot.; The police and an ambulancs’
were called.” “Although dazed and severely’
shaken, Sergeant Smith went to the home
of the farmer who had been killed to ex—— =
ress his grief and his sympathy and th?':x |
e was taken to hospital.: Milgate, who |
l had received treatment at a farmhouse, |
' .‘}':is,alsol tiken to hospital, " v g o8 =
'} i, In reply to,inquiries the medical of.: ! = ;
ficer: at : the RichmondyHospitaﬁmaIt})-.n7 - g8
tal va airmen said that they did not rememberi | § 23X
! anything.#:. They both“appeared to: ‘h: | & g ag 0
SYDNEY,’ T :ﬂfei'e:}xjngkfggm loss of memory caused by | & 2 S B 5
iv S i S S R e T ock, i o T SRS AL T o
tmtedhnd -,ﬁ,f&ggﬂwaz}g,‘nca‘:} the Rich-! ' James Smith, in a ‘statement later in- g Ee i
‘mop‘_l';é‘,‘??".‘df‘??‘,e_ torda}";f‘sinoth’Ier'op‘Iz{g; the day, said that he was about 70 yasds | = - E = §3
killed''a farmer, anid bursting tnta flars e from his father ‘when the acroplanc hit | 5 8 ~ B &
s ?‘cf" d ] N}_’Fﬂll},&jnﬁof:v_,ﬁau‘!és,. the ground.7: The- aeroplane seemed to' | ~ & QEE
18 e{ﬁf??g ) hve_;pi_lot;;;nd'mcchanic crumple up an@f oop down, completely | ! % 52 & Q
cecaped with abrasions, but sulered e[| 'Xpe2! A0 Cordmer, who was working| | & 2 5 £ B
ously, from’lhbckujTh ‘_;-f B e qE ey PR, T. “ {.t. OT' ner,kw}!o was “‘orklng o L, e s =
g 2.sa0ck,: The farmer was Albert| on an ad;ommg farm, ‘said that he saw! | 5 2 S & o |
’szarlea Smith_(50), of The Terrace, Wind- i the aeroplane circling over Smith’s farm! | o & & & o
lsor. & He' = ahbck?ﬁklmumam;wm-’\{; at a low altitnde. It descended and then: | =3 2= Q
’lli'e‘ad‘f"be"%”' e gﬁ«ix be o  rose to about 150 feet, then swooped with| « & g @ @ 3
ead’ x'ng_“,cut o gtmlfe gx;x/_{bz‘g‘t 6 pro- | great velocity."? The engine had stopped B g > = -
pellef.; The “pi as” Sergeant.< Robert ;:_gltizappearecli; to hh:v-{eh failed. 1 As soon | ’(} z o ét =
G > Py ey aooyeoo £ 28 the aeroplane. hi e ground it burs RN e =
s°",1 (253) thﬁ;,ag?f?l, é‘{SFrnl"ar‘, nto’ flsmics and..was soong;onsumcd. 01: B = Q &
Air Force, " who''was stationed at Rick- | fmany occasions aeroplanes from the Rich- SR EEE
| mond. . He” was_accompanicd by Leading § fmond aerodrome’ had swooped over ti2 &8 % o 2
' Aircraftsman: Milgate,!also of Richmond. § fheads of: people”working on the farmz| | a9 §- -
This: morning Mr, Smith aod his - son, ¢ 'there and the’farmers naturally were not | - B g &
James, : left "their, home at ‘Richmond for} alarmed when a machine dived towards! == 8 8.
their - fruit “and s vegetable;farm at Corn-; the ground.#siuwsu R é’- o ch g 5 ;
wallis’ and were ‘at work:when the aero-; #When :the 'Richm odrome  wasi & 5828
plane? flew ‘over’ the farm.”##Looking up; notified . of  the’accident a wagron was 8 30 a
at the.aeroplane, which-was flying low,| sent to:the’ farm" to dismantle the ma-! | 3 g § o o
they  recognised . Sergeant Somervilie, who | chine, but when the mechanics arrived the ! < g = E ?
was .a.friend: of ;/the Smith  family, and’ engine was almost red hot:* The sluminfum ‘ 23 2o
who waved to’them from fhe cockpit of: g:%)esv,.xym;m‘e}ted by .the -infenss hext,, 'S g
the  machine;s Mr, Smith -waved hig bt Ihe asropline s Moth fitted with latest; | o o
'to “the “airmen~and ‘the aeroplane circled f1° t i th‘,«‘lme“"‘}"th“mm mo: | t"'e’
round the farm.: It was only about 150 grnf n:the ‘aerodrome.:.It had been in} — =
feet:above them’ when it dived towards {2 3° £%‘;o°’§l.§ four months and was valued; | o1 &
the ground.<. Mr,/ Smith apparently did | 25 £100. 1k vias sfated that when thef | 5y
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and would open an iaquiry
£o-mOTITOW, £ s T R T
% r. Smith “was a snceessfnl farmer and :
owned ~three* farms- at Cornwallis.” "Jlé:
also manager of the Nepean Product§ :
‘ and for many years was an Alders @
man_in:th Co
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" FARMER DECAPITATED ™ |spiistininei B deri ey
. FRILE o | of the Moth:aeroplane: which ‘crashed ‘and
T A PR IEE SRl o ,-'kxllgd“Al{!)grt‘ijarl'ei‘S‘mxtb;f;‘K’*f;’rm,e”r;-'a‘tq

‘ AN Rt w010« Cornwallis) néar:the Richmond ‘aetodrome

| e oot gl g B v | Yesterday, (sere 'still ‘suffering’from shoek
| PILOT LoSES MEMORY | B R el g e
P - , | sull ‘m"the:. Richmond */""Hospital:{: The
| P"“OT LOSES* L@ L, wieont) medical fofficer said thit the two patients

S e A~ AR -showed :little f,improvemm.t,'.;il_t;dx.—lj;‘;yghld

‘ ' — s ‘probable’ ‘be ‘some days _beford, they “iires

; - SYDNEY, Monday.s. | .ties.;  Their memories have been impaired

' Crashing in a piddocx a't Cornwa{us;‘ by the shock, and -they cannot recall:the.

‘ o { I'details’ of .the accident;or -the % circum-
. near Windsor, today'a Moth seroplane I stances-:which led up:to it. P
- decapitated Alfred’ Charles Smth (48), * Professor, Payne, .chairman, : andi. Wing-
. farmer, who was peacefully ploughing. }"Commandei-'Harrison,gofﬁthe_'Aiﬁ}" ccident
‘The ’planc fell on him and burst .into " 8ydhey

flames, © ‘ ot € erom N

‘gained complete -control ;. of - their v facul-|-

?Investigatipn_ Committee,; reached" Sydi
DS . elbourne to-day to inquire’into the
The pllot, s21q to be named Somerville, | | accident. .’ They left mmediately. for:the*

.was slightly injured. The- passenger | |Richmond 'aerodfome, . where: they  began'
‘-Jumpedgclezr anfj was not hurf‘f Somer-' a‘-]pgel_xménary *i’;h'??‘?‘?ggt?°n€};b“t"-“f &s:
: » ;.|| pilot ; and  mechanic-‘of * , the s wrecked!
ville has lost his memory and is gable: machine were notiable.to. <give " evidence, !
o staie who the passenger was. %%The’ the investigdtion®as postponed. Professor
_bassenger left the : scené  Immediately | | Payne gaid that.the inquiry wounld "be held:
rafter the smash, R R

X - || in camera; and.that the,Minister for“De-?

Apparently the machine met with en- || fence would afterwards make: available .to
‘gine trouble and had almost reached the: the Press, any ‘information ‘he Tonsidered
‘ground when it struck Smith. - The :E“]d{,j}?ef given ‘out inFthe interests of
‘ LT e public, .t oy e L e B I g T
acroplanc was destroyed.. ', - . The, victim of the accident, M. Smith
BT — e | was buried. quietly. .this. mornng - in -the
DAY NEslf 2z. /29 ' churchyard cemetery at Windsor.- Onlya
week ago Mr. Smith had expressed a wish

‘ that when he died his "burial- should be

"} carried out quickly and %qietly. * The No.
3. 8quadron, R.A.A'F., Richmond, sent a
large ‘wreath.:.. The.mourners included one
-of the late Mr.'Smith’s brothers, who was
] on a'visit to Windsor, - This is the fonrth i
time that a bereavement has occurred in’,
‘the family while he has been on holidays .
in Windsor, where he was born..
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‘Sensational ;Evzéqngg %
B T I R e T ST T

' BYDNEY, Feb. (-~ Remarkably Evidencs

bf+Jow fying by,girmcn nw, thé- aerd-

drome ‘at Richmond was givén“to-dar’ at
the inquest conéerning the death of Albert
Charles Smith, the farmier,who:wis killed
on January 21, when hé wai cut down by 2

Moth aeroplane.which crashed 61 his farm

at . Cornwallis.© The"inrestigation " was,
lopened at Richinond by the District Coro-

per’ (Mr. H. L.  Johnson). .’ Mri E. W.|

“Stxle;et repreaented\thepilot'of X th_eaerof
.plane, _Bergeant; Robert. Somernlle : ‘illt'.
| R.B. Walke? dppeired for thé relatives of

ate, whe accompanied Somerville in ‘the
ger%;:lané, was not represented by ‘couneel.
Mr. Li C. Badham; instriicted by the Com-
monwealth Crown ' Bolicitor, - agpga{gd for
the :Defence Department. ;. ;7% "7 . -

Dr. Donovan, Government medical offi-
cer at Richmond, testified that an examina-
tion of -deceased disclosed that the upper
balf ‘of the skull had -been cut off on_2
level #ith the eyebrows end ears.. The
right arm bad been- severed just belo®
i{the elbow, There was a very savere in-
jury over the left lofn, and the upper part
of the hip bone had been broken away.
The wound was very extensive and con-
tused, and apparently led into the abdo-
|men. . There were some minor bruises
abrasions, s L

Malcolm James Bmith (18), sou .of the
victim, said that the accident happened
'|about 10.30 a.m. He was driving a tractor.
He heard the zeroplane, then saw it turn

30 or 40 yards from him, preparing a cauli-
| flower bed, when the aeroplane crashed.
The engine seemed to be cut off. The acro-
plane burst into flames. He tan to it and
saw his father, and said: to "Somerville:
“You have killed my-father,”” Somerville,
who was in pain and still in the machine,
replied: “Let me stop here’”” He was
rescued by a Mr., Woods, but Milgate got
out without aid. .Somerville went over to
the mutilated body and prostrated himself
upon it. - Somerville was a great friend of
the family, and visited the home almost
{every night. : s
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ths victim. . The air -mechanic, Leslie Ail- |

‘,gtht to the hospital. I was using one of

and ‘come towards them. His father was |.

.. . Dangeros Flylﬁi‘AllW.’w o

gain, and dived into ‘the ground. .It all
happened in a flash, T C.
Thomas Henry Upton, of Windsor, gave
sensational evidence. He said that he was
working on Smith’s farm about 60 yards
from the spot where the aeroplane crashed.
Mr, Walker: Have you seen ’planes
swooping down on other occasions? -
Witness: Yes, I have seen them diving at
the peapickers. A ’plane came down to
gthm 12 or 13 feet over & number of men,

women and children, who were picking

as. They all sat down on the ground

d watched it. Other ‘planes seemed to

art at the pickers, - .

Mr, Walker: Have you seen an aero-

lane fly over Smith’s before? :
itness: Yes, Twice, . -

ight feet. . .
Have you seen them fly low before?—

es, over the deceased’s son Malecolm. I

ave scen them fly two feet over his head.
have also scen aeroplanes fly 15 feet

ver the heads of potato diggers at Gardi-

er’s farm. - . e

Mr. Johnstone: Was the engine working
hen the ’plane hit Smith?

Witness: To my knowledge, it was.

-Allan Cordner, farmer, of Cornwallis, v

id that the engine was making a big

< Barah Woods, of Windsor, gave evidence |
that she was working in Smith’s garden; |
and saw the aeroplane dive and - only .
110 feet above Bmith’s head. B8mith remark- -
ed: “My word, they. come pretty close, .

on’t they?’. The aeroplane -rose ~and-;--
ircled over -the gardens, then swoaped

How low did it fly?—About seven or l

oise when the ’plane turned, but then.it
ppeared to be shut off, € .

»  Coroner’s Warnlng,

~

dence, said: “I ean remember wheeling the :
mackine out of the hangar, but I have no
recollection of the ’plane crashing or how

e Jatest machines supposed to be fool--
proof. ‘It had a safety device especially”

esigned for safe flying. Presumably,. I

put the ’plane into a dive, but I have no
recollection whether I did or not. .
Dr. Arnold, Government medical ‘officer
at Windsor, gave evidence that lapses of
memory after shock were not wncommon.
He knew of other instances, including two
in Victoria. He ( witness) had suffered a
lors of memory after a’ motoring accident.:
The Coroner found that Smith djed from:;

ithe effects of injuries received by being:

knocked down by an zeroplane neglicently !
driven or piloted by Serxeanse-g-Rg:ger’t'-

Somerville, and that Somerville feloniously
slew Smith, - - S e
[ Somerville was committed for frial. . - “f
The Coroner added: I hope this will be
a warning to all members of the Air Foice
never to let low fiving enter .their heads |
again. No doubt those in- anthority will
take._t[xe Decessary steps to  prevent a;
repetition.” - e R S

- The pilot of the aeroplane, in his evi-"




