| "“traxiped'--fvto' His Seat , m

 TRIED TO LAND

| A CADET of the BRAAF. was

" He had done 86 hours’ flying.

*.*22 houss in a. DHS machine.

<, - Burning Plane

killed when his DH9 plane
- crashied into.a> pagdock about
" five miles from Healesville at
8.30 a.m. yesterday and barst
-. into flames.. - - - . - . e
E was Cadet Clarence Charles
Secach, 24, of Marrickville,
Sydney. and had been in train-

ine at Point Cooke since May 2.

- including 44 solo, and had had

The machine, which fell.on the
farm of Mr. George Thirkell, on
the “Dalroy-road. was destroyed. °
..The cause of the crash will be
investigated by the: Air Accidents
Investigation Committee, and by
an R.A_AF. Court of Inquiry. Roth:
bodies visited the scene yesterday
afternoon.. Seach was on a cross-
country practice flight when-the

crash occurred. R L
Atterepting to Land?

Mr. Thirkell, - of Park Nook,
Badger Creek, who was-the first on
the: scene after the - crash, . said
‘that he saw the plane about §.30
La.m. 0 e e : .
.. “It was behaving in amx un-
usual - mapner; and--circled

round three times,” he said.
" “I thought it was'going -to ..
[ land; bat it shot up suddenly
-and went-on. . R
~  “It crossed the road, and from
.2 height 6f about 100ft. suddenly

‘noserdived.” T . :

. “As I rushed down the hiil
i towards the plane, dense smoke
"and flames shot up.~ Evidently the

' petrol tank had burst, and I found |

the wreckage blazing fiercely. -
: Conld’ See’ Pilot in Flames
\ :

“I was unable te get near enough ||

i to help, owing to the intense heat.

I could see the pilot still in :his i

seat. . . -

[ “We. could not remove him
antil the flames had consumed
tpcv plane. when Constable

.. Kennedy discovered he was
strapped in his. place.. He evi-
dently bhad been Kkilled in-
Stantly.,” : .

. Mr. Dawsen, of Badger. ,Creek:,
another eye-wiiness;- said the en-!
. gine appeared- to stop and - start|
again just before the ecrash. o
s Before it.finally dived.” he.said !
.“the plare semed to rock badly,
and when almost touching a -high
itree, it suddeniy fell to the ground.'

‘Search by Second Plane . - |

LA’ second or so-later there was
L& ‘terrific explosion, and.a towe:
{ of flame and smoke asceaded” _,
- ‘A second plane, ... apparently
searching for Someone, was seer
{ soon after the erash. It was flying
| very- low. with the pilot leaning
j.out of the cockpit gcanning thi
f&round,. as if searching for- -

[landing ground or a comrade, ',
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“eMBLBOURNE, Oct. 272 TWhild on -
tralning flight this'motning Cadet:Sea

of Polnt Cooke, sras Kkilled when his md=
chine. erashed. 2t:8.80 ‘o’clock: five miles|
drom’, Healesville. 7 ye-withésses .atited
‘that.the ‘michine’was ‘{n" flames when it ’
reached, the giound.iAs it striick thets)
were two it éxplosions ¥ The seroplank !
{burned' rapidly. and wwas practically,sda-
'stroyéd before’ dssistance grrived. i3+ Tha
‘engine appeared.to stall'at an altitude of:
‘between: 100 and 200 feet,'and the aerds

plane ‘crashed into Mr; Georga Thirkell's"
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THE HEALESVILLE AEROPLANE CRASH -
) X

The stillismouldering v\;'reckage

of the Air Force aeroplane which v:rashea outside Healesville, tolday.
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