.Norman Lindsay Chaplin (19) was fatally

CRASH AT POINT COOK

Pm—

Parachute Tangled in Plane.

MELBOURNE, April  16.—Alr Cadet

injured today when he jumped from 2
crashing aeroplane at Polnt Cook. His
parachute became entangled in the
machine and did not open fully.

Chaplin, who was flylng solo and prac-
 Using aerobatics in & Gypsy Moth plane.
ihad just completed a loop when the port

wing of the machine crumpled in the |

alr. The machine went into a spin and
lChta.plm undid his safety belt, climbed out
jof the cockpit and jumped. After the
crash his body was found three yards
away from the machine. The ripcord

of the parachute had been pulled and}

the parachute had partly opened but had
become tangled in the plane.
. The accldent occurred a mile and a
‘half east of Point Cook on a bracken-
covered sandy fleld. Mrs. Thelma Mor-
gan, who was camplng with her husband
and their two sons a mile away, aw the
tragedy. She was walking along the beach
with her young son towards Point Cook.
They had not noticed Chaplin’s machine
in the air, but as they were about to
return to thelr camp they heard a sud-
den roar and Mrs. Morgan saw the aero-
plane diving towards her from the direc-
tion of the sea. It crashed 50 yards away.
The child, thinking the machine was
diving at him, ran into the water. Mrs.
Morgan ran to the wrecked plane and
saw Chaplin lying near the plane. The
parachute was tangled in the machine.
Fearing that it might catch fire, she
hurriedly undid the parachute belt and
dragged Chaplin away. He was uncon-
sclous and bruised but not disfigured.
i Three temporary employees of the Royal
¢ Australian Alr Force who were working
“about a quarter of & mile away hastened
towards ‘the machine and one of them
examined Chaplin and found that he was
dead. Officers and cadets from Point
Cook arrived soon after and Chaplin’s
body was taken to the hospital at Point
Cook. .
This afternoon Inquiries were opened
by Alr Force officials, and by members
of the Air Accidents Investigation Com-
mittee. Wing-Commaeander H. F. De La
Rue, commanding officer of the training
school, sald later that the cause of the

to have been a structural failure.

Alr Cadet Chaplin was the son of Mr
rand Mrs. W. J. Chaplin, of Ormond. He
joined the training school in January and

accident was obscure, but it was bclleved

:had 25 flying hours to his credit.
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“ng of the Gipsy Moth aeroplane
in which /Alr,. Cade{’ ‘Norman' Lind:
i say’ Cﬁaplin«;(m), of rilie "RAAF
met his® death near: Poinf.fCookoon; (4
Apl'liu,lﬁ ] ';f-doingva.crobatics,e*%}
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being/ unable rto +Sa i the
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ho%'ethey.fsaw haplm clamberk
the-cockpit: -ahd leap: for: his:life,! V.
‘to',strike.-the: ground-ﬂf\wth_' amter&x’tgc
‘impact s when {he’ parachute n,waégeln ;
entangled “with® the planéx=orifa e
throughlack: of helghtv to
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Cross- exammed by, Ane:
Squadrcm-Leader ~~Francxs ,,‘;rBladm,
oﬁicer in charge of the cadet’ squadroﬁ
at Point Cook; admitted that. the’, .eviz:
dence. of witnesses that thé’ “Rrings “ O]
the plane folded ‘up was in-all probas<
bility qu1te correct, £"but’ he: thought‘
fthat - thexr collapse : ‘was due;, ‘to faulty,
| bandling in a‘loop:by: the: pupxl_ ‘Tather
than "to.any, mechamcal. de‘f‘gct-in th%
plﬂne.,,, " IR S A S
|- Other: cv1dence ‘yras given, that,,Chap-
fiin \vas ‘doing aerobatics. under;i x}struc-
tion:~ He . ‘had. been Zordered,’ whxle,;
ﬂvmg solo. to do a loop cxrcle and th n'
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Az’zj | Force Honors At

Funeral Of Cadet

- A ROYAL AUSTRALIAN . AIR FORCE GUARD marching ™ the funeral
. .. L _ procesion. .

i Full Alr Force honors were accorded

at the funeral today of Air Cadet Nor~

man Lindsay Chaplin, who was killed

when a Royal Australian Air Force

plane he was piloting crashed near Point
Cook on. Thursday. . .
_His remains were cremated at the
Fawkner Cemetery. : }

Ied by an escort and the Air Force
Band, the cortege filed through the
cemetery gates as an aeroplane cireled
overhead and dipped. in a last salute.
Chaplin’s remains were carried on a
gun carriage behind an Air Force wag-
igon, his cap and sword lying on a large
ivelvet cushion near the coffin. ;

i After passing through the gates the
cortege stopped and members of the
.firing p and escort sguads stood with
. bowed heads and reversed arms for two
mimutes. A short service was then read
-and the firing squad paid its tribute.-

; The tunerar left the home .of his
iparents, Mr and Mrs W. J. Chaplin, in
|Lillimu; Road, Ormond, at I am. but
lbefore its arrival at the cemetery a
small crowd had been waiting for an

hour and a .

Ailr cadets who were in training with
IChap]in were pallbearers. -




