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AERIAL SURVEY FLIGHT DELAYED. — Group - Capfain. vVilliams 
chief -of the Aim Staff (oentre), who is leadino-

b 
 an aerial -survey of Austra-

lian landing: grounds_ -When_ taking of fromArmidale racecourse, N.S.W., 
his_'-plane crashed, and was wrecked. He will continue in another machine._ 
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Machine Strikes Pod. - 

Crew Uninjured. - 

, 	• 

 

Sydney, Jnly 
The aeroplane in which air staff Grotip- . . 
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latte 
AM' CHIEVr,CRASI1ES • 

rough Two .:.?Fences‘'... 
;,.(1ROtrk•-CAPTAIN 

:Chietof the Air SIAM hen 
4;  -taking oil from the racecourso. 

ntl ,Arnsidale. 
da.y„ .criashed into two • goat :pi? 
poets.'. shattered.. tbo....'platue's?..:,.': 

and in . Jim .forced
41anding, smashed the under-•

„;
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cnrriago `- . • •• 7 	• 
,riefore It stotstxml..- ,tho 71,114..."4 

machine tore.through a wire 
leases, and a high nathig fence.. 

	

No one was injured. 	• . Three .RoYa• Air Force machlnek 
left Melbourne . on ,Thursdny.  to.  
•ritik:•iyacrial • • • 	• 	• • .;'• 
routes ••and...e.k7t:•.gilit!:::7,1.•74*.•200 

'a e ro'drome 	fr 	
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Au st ralia. 
The'neeident 
Will add -to 

ex-, 
perierited:7'' 

at9.6 	a.sa., 
y 	terday 
Group-Cap-
Min .W11- 

.liarna :name 
, down at Ar-
m dale.  

.about' • 150 
•Miles &Way. • . Cart. Williams 
tare-fuel, and when-taking oft front 
thi racecourse-.the, machine fouled 
two goal-posts. 	 • 

The board expects that Croup-
Captain •-•Williamay''•Witi -`make' 
complettrematninattoll'•of the ma-
Chine..4" and .- then. -Wirc;,:-.'for .  any 
necesaaty 'spate - parts:. 

The toed 'planes, oltafed-  by 
Beradron-Leaer--Herrbern..-  and 
'FlIght.Isteut.'.14iLirPhY. Which •came. 
to gilet :sit'4ideluide list Thursday 
evening, arrived at Cootaninndra: 
N.E3.W.,.,-,;yesterdayr: ,,They will t 

 • Sydney today. 
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Captain : Williams, accompanied -  by Ser• • 
geant'Owen arrd Corporal 14 :xle-ania mak-
ing',an inspection of routes and landing;  
stages throughout Australia, yeas ecnn-.., 

the wrecked.- when the -:propellor
struck' a hockey goal-post, at A.rnaida4e , 
this afternoon. 	The members of '-•the:. ". 
Crew of the machine were not injured:
The machine landed on •  the Armidale 
racecourse at half-past two o'clock and 
the - accident occurred when they .  were 7.. 

'taking off again on their journey to Brise 
one.  
The machine was the big DH60. in' 

which 'Williams made bis 10,000 mile • (13  
Pacific flight last year and which had 
been converted subsequently into a land. • 
'plane. '' Williams taxied the machine t•.• • 
the far end of the course to get plenty,,:' 
of ''take-off" and evidently did' not see. 
the small post. - A piece was taken oat ' 
of the propeller and the 'plane continued., 
its progrees, crashing through the rail 
and wire track fence. Continuing across' 
the course proper, the machine ran 
throUgh the paling •race. *mashing the ' 
propellor into pieces, hopelessly wrecking' 
the under-carriage. 'breaking the right 
wing and fracturing the left wing. . One 
wheel was flattened. The machine came • 
to rest against a &riding fence with the 
engine apparently undamaged. 

The aviators hurried:y leapt from the 
'plane when it stopped. The accident 
was witnestaed by dozens of golfers end 
hockey players who were preparing to 

' participate in •matehee. One golf player 
who was in the track of the machine saw 
it coming but expectine.to see it -rise, be 
did not move.. Ile neerly left it. tii1 to 
late. 

Captain William ns stated most em-
phatically that when the propellor struck 
the post he was Lying, but many epe-wit-
nesses.,  are •equally emphatic that tire 
machine had not left the ground. They 
assert that even if the post had not been 
there, there was not sufficient "take-ofr.* 
to allow the machine to clear the fence 
and buildings. Two penes of the track 
fence were smashed and four panels of 
the paling tepee we're carried away by tile 
nose of the machine.. The mechanics 
arc dismantling.  the machine. 

Captain \Querns stated that truth- be 
learned the extent of the damage he was 
unable to say whether he will continue the• 
flight or return to Melbourne'. He is 
keenly disappointed at the bad luck that 
has dogged his footsteps since settinfont 
on the 'long flight, which was expected to 
yield valuable information. 

The Mayor of Armidale went to the 
course and expressed his regret to Cap-
tain Williams, who stated that he has 
received nothing-but •kindness from citi-
zens. Captain Williams shortly after 
landing stated that he considered the 
Artnick.le racecourse an excellent landing 
ground. 
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