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Y MELBOURNE, "May 27/~While “fiylog

in the Aerisl Derby held by the Ausirs

Jian Aero Club at Essendon on Saturday,

Flight-Lientenzat G..Wills, bl the ‘Royal

Australisn "Afr Foree'craehed on to’the

side” of | the Bulla-rosd, receiring njures
‘and ;wrecking his aeroplane. Flight-Lieu- :

| teant § Wells,” wha® was fiying the only . -
| Aie Foree ‘machine’ which -fook -psrt ‘m ’

{the- ‘Aero | Club’s; display; - was in charge

| ol ' 'the ; most 'powerful -machine :ia  the ‘

| face, and it was’ widely éxpected Ahat na '

| would win the rsce,’ which was over 40

miles,” and wad flown ia four Japs. .The
acrident occurred about balf a mile from '
the l?n‘tum,o: the eenr‘n. while the '
acroplane ‘'was ing ‘s strel K ree |
o e Tullacroads f‘hf Mg
Mr, L. M. Mason, of Derbyiatreet; 3toot |
nee Ponds, who was one of the first to! |
reach the wrocked 'machine, saw the s 1‘
cident. *[-was sitling in my car on the .
Buila-road, about a’ quarter of: & mile: . ]
from the place where the crash occurted !
watching the rnce,” he said, “I raw the' A
Air Force machine and the machine flowna- : ke B
by Captain Matthews turn round the pse ;
fon at the corner of the course togcther,’ i
and fly extremely rapidly down the road. ‘
They were tlose together and appearcd ‘
to be diring slightly as they moved awiy- .

[rom, me. At the time they could ' not
have" been travelling at lvss 'than 120
miles an_hour. When they approached
the_electricit; transmimsion litw they were
alightly to the west side of the road. . T .
\snw the Air Force machbine rise slightly I
a3 thongh to pass over the line, anl’
then dip again. Apparently the pilot mis-
judged -his distance from _the line, for
ae Jie dived one wing struck the line, ,
and a scriee of brilliant flashes ocenrred
along the transmission line on cach side (
of the acroplane, I saw the left wing ap- i
xl)_car suddenly to sox down and erack,! |
Tie acroplane apun over on its side amt’ |
then dived nose first into.the road. In
falling it parrowly. misred two boys on. |
i bicyeles who were standing mear by, L |
| atarted my car and drove to the ‘wrecked |
1mnchine.‘ Another - car arrived just.as 1 . |
| zot there and its occupante assieted me to
i zet Flight-Licutcnant Wells out .of the
Lwrecknze. SIS AT vl
#The seroplane had been carried by its
sreat apeed. more than 100 yards from-
the point where it struck the ‘transmis-
sion’ Jine, and had fallen on to & wire.
| fence bounding the road, The bottom of |
the eockpit' in which Flight-Lieutenant |
\We“n wan sitling np{»ennd to have struck |
the wires: of this fence; and 1 believe
that - this, fact . saved . his life.
an . the ' nose - an the - tail ‘
of the aeroplane fell axay on each nide
of the fence, breaking the machine’s back
in such a way that instead of crushing the
pilot, the cockpit opened out and made i
the work of releasing him comparatively |
{
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eary, .The pilot was badly injured <about
the left side of the face and hend, where
he was.apparently thrown against the ine

strument beard in the cockpit with the, .
force of the impact with the gronnd, but |
he was able to stand with our asxistance. : N i
and he was placed in a motor car aad -
driven straight to the hospital.” - .- .. |

Captain Matthews, who witnessed the {

accident from hin aeroghme. raid that he !

wos. fiying level with Flight-Lient, Wells, N I
and that both aeroplanes were . travelling . R

at about 150 miles an hour.
Tt was fortunate that the portion of the R
transmission lina struck by the acronlane - /
i 1
|
|

was not a live conductor, ~ The . main
Yallourn line consista of two circuits, each |
composed of three conductors bearing A
current at a pressure of about .120,000‘ !
volts. These conductors are carried on . .
ateel towera varying in height from about . . !
50ft. to 80ft. Along the top of the tower 4
Jine ruus a stout cable which serves the : . 4
double purpose of acting as a protective
earthed conduetor and also as a strengthen-
jng member between the towern. It was
this earthed wire that the aeroplane struck:
The force of the impact broke it throuch,
and the ends fell down.on to the live
wices beneath. A recoil in the line caured
the earth conductor to break at another -
point about 200 yards further along. The
main transmission .condnctore were imme-
diatelr short circuited, but the protective
switchen opened and isolated the line.w™
Fortunatelr, in falling the earth condue-
tor wircs fell acroes only one of the two
cireuits, and it was possible to maintain
the rervice from Yallourn over the other
cirenjt with an interruption in fupply of
only a few seconde, The damaged line was,
reprired Inte on Saturday might.." ..l
ight-Lieut, Wells, who is married, and.
who Jives at Point Cook was admitted
to the Mclbourne Fospital suffering from
2 lacerated eye, severe facial injuries, and
shock, 1t is feared that he may lose an!
eye, e wreckage of the acroplane was
collected by a tender and conveyed i to
Point Cooke | 4 that an Inquler.fnto the
n ex at an Inquiry into the
sccident will be begnn this week by the
Air Accidents Investigation Board. - @
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bivhén: it -struck. the ground: again,

pelear:. bur was caught by one leg:
. The engihe crashed through'. the
rplane to the. ground; and the pro-
pellor 'snapped. off, . = - -
- - The plane did not catch fire, and

it Force Machine Competing In Aetial
. " Derby Is Wrecked : Pilot Hurt -

'SPEEDING- AT 150

‘ STRIKING' 2. high-tension wire

MILES_AN HOUR

near Bulla-road, North Essendon,

~while “rading in the ‘Aerial Derby on Saturday afternood, an Air

"Force- machine, piloted by Flight-Lieut. G, Wells, M.C., crashed into
" a fence at the side of the road. He received severe face and head in-
i ‘juries, It was: stated-last night Wells had lost the sight ‘of ore eye,

. and was likely to lose the sight Of the other, i
THE plane was wrecked. One wing was torn off by the transmission
" wires,. which. fused with. a -tremendous flash. - The machine tarned

over in the air, hit 3 wire fence, and after turning over again, almost
" buried itself on the paddock boundary. . - -

HE crash occurred about a mile
and & balf from the aerodrome;
near the end of the second 19-mjles
Iap, Captain Matthews, piloting
a. DHL machine, waa flying even
with Lieut, Wells, At the end of
the first lap the planes were avers
aging 109 miles an heur. -

Mg, M. G, Pope, g Beam wireless
official, was driving alonz Bulla-
-road when Wells crashed. He said
the plane was fiying very low, and
‘rose suddenly te avoid a tree. It
dipped again, and ene wing caught
the top_wire af the iransmission
line to Williamsiawn, ' Thera was.
2 flash, lasting several seconds, and

the-plape hif the ground with ter-| -
‘rifle force as the wings crumpled.

| Pilot Canghe by Teg
£ A

= T4 seem_e:i‘.-f;o boiznce*‘for@bdut
10:yards, tearing -the.fence -down

‘Lieut. Wells was tarown almost

Citizen Alr. Force  trainees. were
rushed  from ,the aerodrome te
assist.  Lieut, Wells. was_ helped

‘Saturday night.-
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out by motorists, and taken to g

Melbourne Hospital. - He was ad-
mitted with. a crushed  forehead,
"1and an operation was performed o

‘seeond. ‘Both were flying low.

| miles an: hour, and he was fying a

RDAY, JULY .30,

Keen Interest in' Race . . -

Interest was keen' in- the race
between Captain: Matihews's DH4,
with a 380 h.p. Rells-Rovee _ Fagle
Bight- engine, and -Lieut. Wells's
DHS4, "'with an American- Liberty
40¢ h.p.. Both machines were off
-scrateh-in the Derby, the .other
planes having almost g lap lead. -
© ‘The , planes crossed the aero-
dromie,. boundary  averaging 100
miles an hour. "At the turn before
the.accident Lieut.” Wells was lead-.
ingi: from -Capt, Matthews by a

“We were heck and neck when)
‘Wells crashed,” said Capt: Maz-
thews, . I"was daing about 150

lttle jower. - I saw his undercar-
riage "hit. the high tension  wires:
and-saw 2 terrific flash. ° Then he

erashed. %,

Might Have Been Electrocuted

“I beiieve but for the insulatiom!
provided by 'ths rubber wheels ofi
the undercarriage, he would have|
bee:r electrocuted. . !

“YLieut. -Wells had been wamedi
about the wires, and. had. fown|
round-'the courpe previously. Ij
asked: him before we ieft thz dromes
if he was satisfed he kpew thej
course, and hs said he was. I be-i
lieve either irees hid his view, or|
he forgotithe wires in the excite-|
meni. IHa was fiving a Derfect;
ragett L. . LY Se
.- Flight-Lieut: Wells is flving in-
structor at: Point Cooke. -He won,
the Military Cross during the war,|
Sxhen-Ke served with'the ALF.. andy
Royal Air Ferce. . S L T
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