Another A1r Force Crash
Descent in Ra Ramstorm
Pllot’s Lucky Escape

: Meclbourne, \I'n 1“
chveant ‘0. Denny. of the Royal us-
tr.lhan Air Force, had a remarkable ese
cupe from death on Tuesday evenl '1,..
when,' " in making a forced landing iu:
rugged country some distance from Wan-
garatta during a rainstorm, his acro-
plane crashed and was wrecked, Ser-
geant Donny was pracidecally uninjured.
According to a report received froni
Wangaratta to-day Denny was flying an
‘\\l'nr.\. Air Foree 'plane dack. to Point
Looke from (anlx\rrn. where. he took
part in the mr manoeuyres dnring  the
official’ opening of the Federal Parlia-
ment House, when a strong wind, accom-
panied by heavy rain, forced him com-
pletely out of his course, which was m a
south-easterly direction. " When the piiot
could distinguish his position he fouud
that he was flying over unknown country
in the ranges nbDout Whitfield, which is
nearly 40 miles from Wangaratta, Soonn
afterwards the engine of the neroplane
{ziled and.Denny-wag. forced: to land,
Taking a rapid observation of the country
over which, he was firing, he noticed a
clearance between two In—xe trees, and
he made for this gpot. The area was not

I sufficient for a landing, however, and the
{'plane struck a tree and wae wrecked.

| The pilot escaped with a few bruises,
Pand althongh severely ehaken he immie-

ness seot in and the rain becnme heavier,
j adding to hix diacomfort,. .but: he con-
'tmuetf to “nl about ‘in senrch of_ habi-
tation untii at daybreak he- reached the
some of Mr, Bm‘rows, at’ (}Ienmore, a
'distance ‘of ~about:20 mxles from_ the
scene of the cragh.- ~He was’ in an-exs
hausted condition; but: he’ recoverod after:
receiving food and’ ‘attention.:"After: he:
had rested for'a few, hours:Denny .was'

S

diately set off to find a setilement. Dark- |

driven to Wangarattd by.-Mr.:Burrows,
and ‘he’ came on'to \(enbourne
ported to headquarters. . - ]

-Oftdials ‘of < the force: utatocf to n‘xht
thaf‘ ‘the .affair ‘had been considered only
Pa'a forced landing, and it was- cxpectm
'that valuable portions of the. Mvrecked
s *plane. would. ba rnleaend _
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Air Crash Survwar“

Tells Story of

Mansfleld Wrecks

YDNEY, Wednesday. <—

find. That’s where I landed.”

Mr.,Den.ny., who is now’
New South Wales man-
ager for the Royal Flying

Doctor Service, was the

pilot of the SE-5A which

crashed in  mountainous |

country near Mansfield,
Victoria, back in 1927.

The  wreckage of the
plane was -found by a saw
miller, Mr. Neil Trotter, last
Friday. -

The discovery of .the
wreckage last Friday led to
exhgustive inquiries through
R.A.AF. channels.

had béen “found.”’

Mr. Denny said he lay un~
conscious beside the plane
for ‘over an hour beifore
starting a two-day trek back
to civilisation.

Royal Plctures

Mr. Denny, then s flight- |

sergeant In the R.A.A.F.,
was flying official photo-
graphs to. Melbourne of the

inauguration of  Federal

Parliament in Canberra by

the ‘Duke " of York; - later|

King George VI, in Ma.y.

It was thought at frst| 1927,

that there was no:record of.
the accident, but Mr. Troi-
ter’s dlscovery ‘was the
second time the Wreckage

He left Cootamundrs for.

Point Cook after refuelling, |
but was forced by storms fo
dlverge over Mount Buffalo

Sixty-three-year-old retired Qan- -
tas pilot, Mr. Orm Denny, said tonighi: “I was around
Mi. Buffalo when the engine stopped and I had no op- -
-tion but to look for the thickest clump of tree-tops I could :

1 sald

| T was somewhere around{FRES

Mount . Buffalo- when the:
engme stopped and I had ne
Ellon but to land in the

ickest clump of tree-tops I.
could  find,” Mr. Denny

Unconscious
“Most ‘of the pléne staye
in the treetops, but I  was

ﬂung out, and must have ;

lain on’ the ground,  uncon=~
scious, -for an hour or more.

“1 "was pretty - muck
shaken up; but the only in:
jury I had was a cut on th
forehead..

“It -was pretty cold u
there but, as I had no idea’
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Bringing home the left-overs: Mr Keith Trotter leads RAAF cadets, carrying pieces of a plane which:
crashed 65 years ago. The other planes, Australia’s first fighter aircraft (left), also met disaster.
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Plane crash
§y1elds some
souvenirs,

65 years on

. 'B,y KEVIN CHILDS

- |A long line of youths in camouflage
fand jungle greens sweated up a

.steep slope in Victeria’s high coun-
‘try yesterday, carrymg the last evi-

-,dence of an amazing escape from
- ‘death.
. «Sixty-five years ago, a RAAF

{fighter plane bringing phetographs
iof the official opening of Federal
;Parliament was lost in dense bush

"iafter the pilot crash-landed.
. i-»Sergeant Pilot Orme Denny was

flying Australia’s first fighter air-

‘eraft, the SE-5a. His plane, A2-11,

'was the last of five of these aircraft
ithat had left Point Cook for Can-
,bérra.

! *One crashed at Cootamundra
.after refuelling; the other three col-
'1ided when rehearsing for the open-
sing ceremony.

! ?Sergeant Denny flew with the
‘photos, which were to be included in
an album to be presented to the
‘Duke of York, who performed the
uopening. ‘

; "But while flying through a storm
‘in the Mount Buffalo area, his
.engine seized. Sergeant Denny ugn-

. 'did his seat belt and, failing to find a

‘clearing, aimed his plane as near as
possible at the treetops.

: : He was thrown clear and came to
Zafter about 39 minutes to see wings

. ;and bits of the tail up in the trees

-

iand the engine, cockpit and fuselage
‘in one piece.

*-After sheltering for the mght ina
hollow log, Sergeant Denny set out
‘along a creek, which he followed
' downstream. On the way he had to
. ditch his heavy flying suit, wrappmg
‘the photographic plates in it and
.storing them in a log.

1 --By evening he found a cattleman’s
+hut, and returned to Melbourne the
‘next day. His wife, who had net been
‘fold he had been missing. Although
'he later returned to the area with
three horsemen, Sergeant Denny

+could not find his plane or the photo-

<graphs. One of the horsemen contin-
‘wed searching, however, and found

-:the plane.

. Then, 30 years ago, Mr Keith Trot-
‘ter of Mansfield was logging in the

‘‘hills when his bulldozer blade

‘hooked some wires.
. -~ A2-11 had been found again. Last

. ‘year, Mr Trotter led his former old

‘logging boss, Mr Alan McMillan, a
‘RAAF pilot and an air-traffic con-

: 't_goller to the rusting wreckage.

The engine block was taken out

A mE BE _BE*IT s cnnd 2 o b DDDAADT
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now a barman, led a treop carrier
with 34 cadets, almost all RAAF, on
a 40-minute drive up steep logging
roads from the Delatite River, with-
in sight of Mount Buller. Four times
Mr McMillan, a local all his 65
years, had tried to find the wreck-
age and failed.

RAAF cadets nailed a  brass
plaque to a tree to mark the crash

w2l

piece was hung from a branch to b«
carried out.

At the crash site, hidden amony
white gums and peppermints, thi
dimensions of Sergeant Denny’
escape, in the only direction wher!
he could have found help, becam:
clear. ) |

Sergeant Denny, said Mr Trotter .

went on to a distinguished caree
it NDoantac hnt haod cirneoa Aied
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SRR
G A bushman never forgets ... Keith Trotfer had no trouble Iendmg RAAF cadets to the site of a 1927
plane crash — even though almost 30 years had passed since he discovered the wreckage.

At last, bush
aviation history

By FELICITY DARGAN

A remarkable but little-
known saga in Austra-
lia’s aviation histery
finally came to an end
yesterday.

And for Mansfield resi-
dent Keith Trotter, the
events surrounding an
RAAF plane crash more
than 60 years ago were
finally given the recogni-
tion they deserved.

Thirty-one RAAF
cadets set out on a mis-
sion in the Mansfield
area yesterday to recover
wreckage from the crash
which happened on May
11, 1927,

Engine seizure had
forced the pilot, Sergeant
Orme Denny, to crash-
land his SE5a, the
RAAF’s first fighter
plane, while returning
from the opening of
Parliament in Canberra.

Sgt Denny was
carrying fhe official

" photos of the opening, to

be given to the Duke of
Yeork.

He survived and led an
unsuccessful search for
the wreck shortly after
the crash.

From 1927 until 1963
the ruin remained undis-
turbed.

In that year Keith Trot-
ter was bulldozing in the
high country when wires
became hooked on his
dozer blade. .

The SE5a had been
found.

Mr Trotter told his em-
ployer Alan McMillan,
the owner of DSM Tim-
ber Mills, and Mr McMil-
lan retrieved the engine
the next day.

He donated the engine
to the RAAF on January 6
last year.

In February last year,
almost 30 years after his
discovery, Keith Trotter,
now 62 and the barman at
Mansfield’s Commercial
Hotel, led two RAAF
officers to the crash site.

He had no trouble
locating the spot, despite
the rugged terrain.

“You don’t forget,” said
Mr Trotter. “If you’ve
ever worked in the bush,
finding your way around
is second nature.”

And again yesterday,
Mr Trotter and Mr
Me¢Millan, 65, led the
RAATF cadets to the site
to retrieve remaining
debris.

The team found a fuel
tank and rusted twists of
wreckage, which will
now go to the Point Cook
museum,

lves up

Mr- Trofter and Mr
McMillan paid tribute to
Sgt Denny, who went on
to have a distinguished
career with Qantas be-
fore his death a few years

-ago.

“I would have loved to
have met the man,” said
Mr McMillan.

He must have been a “a
real man, a man’s ‘man”,
according to Mr Trotter.

“It’s just pure guts that
he survived in this coun-
try. He kept his head the
whole time.”

Mr McMillan said the
retrieval of the wreckage
was a sign that “this gen-
eration is remembering
its pioneers”.

But perhaps the saga is
not quite over — in his
account of the crash, Sgt
Denny wrote that he had
buried the photos and his
flying suit in a hollow
tree for safekeeping.

The RAAF cadets had
hoped to find the pheto
plates yesterday, but
there was no sign of
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By FELICITY DARGAN

A remarkable but little-
known saga in Austra-
lia’s aviation history
finally came to an end
yesterday.

And for Mansfield resi-
dent Keith Trotter, the
events surrounding an
RAAF plane crash more
than 60 years ago were
finally given the recogni-
tion. they deserved.

Thirty-one RAAF
cadets set out on a mis-
sion in the Mansfield
area yesterday to recover
wreckage from the crash
which happened on May
11, 1927,

Engine seizure had
forced the pilot, Sergeant
Orme Denny, to crash-

@A bushmﬁn never for
plane crash — even thoug

gets ...
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be given to the Duke of
York.

He survived and led an
unsuccessful search for
the wreck shortly after
the crash.

From 1927 until 1963
the ruin remained undis-
turbed.

In that year Keith Trot-
ter was bulldozing in the
high country when wires
became hooked on his
dozer blade. :

The SE5a had been
found.

Mr Trotter told his em-

aviation h

In February last year,
almost 30 years after his
discovery, Keith Trotter,
now 62 and the barman at
Mansfield’s Commercial
Hotel, led two RAAF
officers to the crash site.

He had no trouble
locating the spot, despite
the rugged terrain.

“You don’t forget,” said
Mr Trotter. “If you’ve
ever worked in the bush,
finding your way around
is second nature.”

And again yesterday,
Mr Trotter a'nd Mr
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Keith Trotter had no trouble leading RAAF cadets to the site of 6 192
h almost 30 years had passed since he discovered the wreckage.

istory

Mr Trotter and Mr
McMillan paid tribute to
Sgt Denny, who went on
to have a distinguished
career with Qantas be-
fore his death a few years

-ago.

“I would have loved to
have met the man,” said
Mr McMillan.

He must have been a “a
real man, a man’s ‘man”,
according to Mr Trotter.

“It’s just pure guts that
he survived in this coun-
trv He Irent hic haad +ha




