' AFROPLANE CRASHES.
,. FLYING CADET KILLED,

B f«‘lying School Crash. -

Inquest on Cadet.

Au' Force R&tlcenoe- | ) ! B L\Ichmxrne I’eb ..S !

Thc death of Alexander Dix, -20, an:
air cadet on February 14, when an aero- !
plane. crashed near the Ioint Cock iFir. '
ing School,. wzs. inquired into to-day by °
thc Acnn"JCoronor (Mr. Grant,’ ALY,

Evdience was given that Dix was a.
careful eadet and understond anropmr1>- :
perfectly., - Immediately prior to -the
ncudcnt he had ascended twice wnhun' .
trouble and made good landings, Afier -
the crash Dix told ‘_Fix"htJLxcut. D." AL
Wells that he had been practising glid
ing turns and when he put on kis en=zine
again it did rnot respond. e then
worked the enzine controlz, but, he said. -
that he had not” watched the u*ac‘xnu-
| controls c1refu1h' cnough.  Ile then ob- !
¥ oined . : :orrcdﬁthat ke E‘as o!nlv ;\]‘)gut’-w foet
.nn'e mon J«ﬂn ning course for appli- rom ¢ ground, and pulled the siick
forer, ln?::xz‘:'}(l?-bl:olxx}ﬁr'.fz:’;ﬁn': 5 back, but remembered nothing further.
days’ training nx a eitizen foree traines, Dix died when b(‘lﬂ" taken to the Caul-
jand :(1;\_;"1;;" nias one of & smal number ; field Military Tlospital. It was stared

This alternoon, abont 5 oeock. it ,,l that this was the third time that :oe
stated. Dix took out the B.ES5, which ia ‘cadet had crashed.- A verdict of acci-

dental death was recorded. :

aix0 known as< a fighting xcont .
s iaten- L - - - G

and is the fast wschine in use by tae
ton was o practioe larding,  1le made
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Roga. Australian Ais Foree,
several suceessful Lnuliuzs from various
another suort flight when the accdent )&

Melbourne, )‘r—h. 14. {
Noxe dlv.n: from n height of 1004, &0
&ES aeroplane crashel at the tawmern
\urodromc at JPoint Cook this afternoon.
The pilot, Fhing Cadet Alezander 1¥x'
(20) saptained terribie fnjuries, which n-1
siited in his death while he was befng!
taken to the Mebonrne Ilospital, Ihe]
machine ie a complete wreck, The ac
vident wax mitnesked by snany mrmbrr« of
fite Alr Foree at the actodrome, but owing
to o(ﬁrml xecrecy it wak 6ny with tha
zreatest difficcty that a reliable acvocnt
s what happened could te obtained. Diix,
it ix undersiood, wax regurded ax n pro-
mising pilot am! wse known o be vers
keen,  Nevertheless, he wax roncerned in
two previotts crumm«—one flsing xoio ixst
month, and tie wiher in coopany with
l'.y.ug Officer Wells, an instructors, jast
woek, It dn both ea<es he exeaped ity
j ruts and braixes. The Recreiary of e
‘Am Noard (\ln)or Coleman) xaid l'hx:
i bz had Joxncd in December  for  tle

beizhts, and was coming down from
vceurred. e iried to turn over ihe
‘drome, Lut the maciine xiarted to spin.
He was apparenty touv ceome to  the
ground to give him room to gather mo ‘\‘.9
mentum again, and suddenly the ‘plane}
no<e dived slucsply to the ground. Unil
a xecond before e crash thece npprarcql
to be nothirg wronz v the machiae,
Members of the fores who had wite |

nessed the accident found lhx crurbed
amid the wreekage t-f the lot-q» Theyx
drugzed him oul and 12 was obclons t3at

e was imd:}"in}urrd. The cocior  at
e anrcirome, whe rxaxmual bim,
jordered hiv fumedizte removas’ to ‘nm—,u::I !
ax the only means of savifiz his life, 1ie
was piaead in the Air Foree ambuiance,
but while pnssing through Foolxesay on
tbe way Lo the Cauifie:d MiZltary ospial
ite died.  1lic bods was then ..:krn to the
Melborne lospital, waere iife was pro-
nouneed extinet. An ex ation showed
that tie base of his skull ‘had been frac-
.urm.. and many of his Jimb< broken. It
is belioved 'hn when the "pase struek
he was thrown heasily azninst the dush-
buard,  Dix, whe Aad two deotders and
a sister, was a won of Mrs, Jleanor Dix,
of Mounttied-street, Fast Bruaswick,

T ‘zo groat dificuliy in oMaining iafor- B
mation eoncerning tha asvident oxmg o
" the sevrecy of e \ir Doard officials in
Medourne and at Tolnt Cneke was con-
siderally enjonced by a simpilar aititnde
on the patt <\. the r.m lee. A\ nollee ap-
peared in a recent issae of the “Police
vazezis’ Sochidding the giving of informas
tion _cuncerninz Alr Foree accidents to
the I'ress or publle 1t i= beleved that
the noticw was inserted 2t the instanes of
the \ir Board,

Tie wreead macaine is \':Yned at ba.
tween £2500 and £3.000. A departmental
irquiry wil be heid ‘o -morrow, The ze-
i in its pri cx;n {eaitres wis very

simias 1o several others walch have e
| enrzed ai Paiat Cooke w} fiying cadels
"were making solo practice fligiis.
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