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"’,AEROPLANE TRAGED’Y;? "
AN INSTRUCTOR KILLED,
: Pupxl Slightly IpJured g' f

-, \Ie boumc, March 3

" A few minubes after V.90 L'hxs mommg
an Avro aeroplane crashed al the Point’
Cook Fiying School from a theight stated |
t0 have been about 200ft.. and-dashed tol
death one 'of its occupanis, ‘Flying Of-:
ficer Stewart F, Mailer. Cadet Officer A
M. Charesworth, aged 21, who was con- |
Arolling” the machine at Lhc\ time of the!
crash, escaped with only minor injuries. !
Mafier’s injuries were found to be a frac-
tured skud, armn, and deg, together witin
internal ipjuries, . His more fortunate|
companion ‘mk.nmcd only 2 few abra.
s.ong in addition to a severe shock,
v The two officery left ihe hangar with:
the machine horily after 9.15, and went!
aoft for instruciional purposes, Charies- !

warth, as the pupil, having control of it. !
The mochme, which had ‘been in the air
earlier in the morning, behaved wei, and
went tirough a number of manoeuvres
without difficuity. They &ad begun to!
descend when® the aeroiflane suddend
nose-dived, and, geiting out of control |

| pitched into a paddock. adjacent to the
"hangar, The noxe of the (‘mslhbroughl
mcuamcs and oflicers running from ad
iparts of the establishment,: ’l‘heg found
the machine, with the wings broken off.
| ing tail-up. The under carriage had
heen completely carried away, Maker was
undemm.h the machine, and was dead
when picked up. Charlesworth, who was
"dazed, had 't remarkable escape from

d'ent.h. He was hurried to Melbourne
after receiving medical attemidon, and
wny adwmicted to the Cauifield Miitary |
[lospital. -ThHe accident appcared to hay- |;
pen within a cou,;.c of becunas. There
were few eye-witnesses,

Maier, who wus regarded as one of
the most popular and effici en.. officers a
Point Cook, had on'y joined the R.AALY
in Now cmbcr of tnsy year, und had been
[ engaged ou insiruectionad work a: Point

;(uok oniy a few months, le¢ belonged
nm"mzu\ to Syéney, where he was edu-
ciated thc ~the b\dnov Grammar School,
IIe was <n England at the outbreak of

the war, and, after procuring a commix-

"glon in the mhmn. trzmsferrcd to the

' RUE.C. He graduated as a pilot. He was
dawarded the Air Force Cross, and saiso
held the Gospors ce"r.mcate'of ingtrue-
uon He was 33 -years of age, and was
only recenty married.

Immediately after the nccident the
first member of the Air Board (Flight
Commander R. Williams) directéd tha!
an duQuiry should be held, and the board
nemded over by Squadron Leader H, N

Vrighey, cat at Point Cook all day. The
‘report and finding will be sent to the
Minister. The few persons who saw the
crush doubt whether the irquiry wild dis-
close much: more than is aiready known

This is the second fatal accident at
the school since it was cstablished in}
1011.  Ledding Adrcrafisman Wricker |
‘was kiled there three years ago, Itf
is the first" fatality since the A.lr Board
:ook control.
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