'PLANE NOSE-DIVED

Pilot and Pupil Crashed at Point Cook

YOUNG FLYING

Flying Officer” Stewart E.

- Mailer was killed, and Cadet
Officer Alan-M. Charlesworth -
imjured m an aeroplane crash
at Point Cook Flying School
yesterday. i
They were returning to land after

having been up for half an hour
iIn an Avro plane when the acci-
dent occurred.

Charlesworth, who was being in-
structed by Matler, was in charge
of the machine. when it was seen
to get into a nose-spin and dive to
earth.

The machine was badly smashed,

and Mailer was dead by the time
the occupants were extricated.

Charlesworth, w escape is
rezarded as miraculons, was ad-
mitted 10 the Meibourne Hospitai
and then iransferred to the Caul-
field Hospital: he is suffering from
a severe zashonthe headand cuts
on the face.

MACRHINE WAS TESTED

Wing-Commander Williams, First
Member - of the Air Board, stated
yesterday that the Avro machine
bha been tested and reporied Ok
by Flying Officer Brownhill just be-
fore the fatal fRight.

Though bundreds of pupils have
been instructed at Point Cook dur-
inz the past fourteen years. there
hax heen only one fatal accident
previonsly—in 192 1—when leading-
aircrafteman Bert Whicker crashed

. and wax killed.

Mailer was described by
brether officers as a pilot of
exceptional merit, and a very
fine man.

OFFICER" KILLED

Thbey find it dlficult to under-
stand how the actident could have
happened with a pilot of such
calibre in the machine, which was

in the place.

known as the western ‘drome.
) I planes were up at the
time. ang many men were working
about the station, but no one ex-
cept Adjutant F. L. Lukis actually
saw the amash. .
Lukis, under the customary off-
cial rule, declined yesterday to
state what he saw.

VICTIM’S '/RECORD " -

RAAPF. since November, . 1924.
Prior to that he gained his atr ex-
perience as a member of the RAF.
from 1918. He was a holder of the
Alr Force Cross and the Gosasport
certificate of instruction.

Educated at Sydney Grammar
School.. Mailer was in Englang
when the war broke out, and se-
cured a commission with an fnfan-
try regiment. He went to France

34 years of age, and was well liked
by bis brother officers.

On Tuesday night ‘he and his
wife attended the performance of
The Green at the King's
Theatre. .

DUNTROON BOY
Cadet Officer” Alan ' M. Cbarles-
worth is a’ graduate. of Duntroon,
who transferred to the RAAF.-in
’June last year. He is only 21 years
0ld. and was champion athlete of
Duntrven while there.
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When an Avro aeroplane (similar to that illusfrated on the left) crashed at tha Point Cook military flyina school yesterday morning, Flying-officer S,
officers were bringing the asroplans to earth when it ““nose-dived™ Into a paddock at the rear of the hangars, one of which s depictad in

E. Mailer was killed and Flying-officer A. _s..» Charleswarth injured. = The
the photagraph on the,right.




