SYDNEY AIR CRASH. |

MOTH °PLANE STRIKES TREE.,

Pilot and Mechanic Injured. |

SYDNEY, Feb. 25.—After taking off from
the Richmond Acrodrome on a trial flight
this afternoon, a new D.II. Moth aeroplane
struck the top of a tree and crashed. Flight-
Licutenant Anderson was in charge of the
moth, and he was accompanied by Air-
Craftsman Colless. Both were fnjured, and
the latter is in a critical condition. The
acroplane was only recently purchased by
the Royal Australian Air Force, and had
been in use for a little more than a month.
In previous tests it had proved satisfactory,
To-day, however, it did not rise with the
usual alacrity,

Several Air Force ofticers were watching
the mnachine from the Aerodrome, and saw
the accident. The ’plane was badly dam-
raged. Those who had scen the crash rush-
ed to the scene. and quickly extricated the
pilot and mechanic from” the wreckage.
Anrlerson was bleeding freely from numer-
ous cuts about the face, hands and legs,
bul he quickly recovered. Colless was in
a critical state. His right leg and arm had
been broken. and he was suffering from
(ncussion, extensive abrasions, and bruixes.

The injured men were taken to the Rich-
mond Hospital.

Fhcht-Lieutenant Auderson is a Royal
Air Force otticer. He arrived in Australia
from England orly a month ago, and, after
being stationed at Point Cook, Victoria,
he came to Sydney last week, He had. !
however, nade several Hights from the
Richmond Aerodrome.
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A7-12 Cirrus Moth: Crash on 25 F ebruary 1929 near Richmond NSW. Flight Lieutenant
Anderson and Aircraftman Collesse injured. Collesse died on February 26. Anderson had

severe left eye injuries.
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AEROPLANE'S CRASH.

Death of Colless.

SYDNEY, Feb.  28.—Air-Craitsman
Lance Colless, who was injured when a

H. Moth aeroplane crashed at Richmond
yesterday, died thi morning in the Prince
of Wales Hospital, Kandwick. Flight Lieut.
Ande-gon, who was the 7,0t of the aero-
p.ai.. and who also wa mjured, but less
severely, was slightly Improved to-day
H: ils now in the Royal Prince Alfréd Hos
pital.

The acroplane, which was the property
of he Air Force, when taking off from the
Ri.hmond Aecrodrome failed to rise sui-
ficiently to avoid a trec. and it crashed

thn}ug the brauches on to the side of the |

road. ..

One of Anderson’s injurics is a severe
cut across the left ~=3" It iy feared that
the sight of this eye may be lost. \When
the aeroplane landed. Anderson was -
prisoned in the damaged machine, and 1
Wi necessary to gaw through the fusi-
lage Dbefore one of his arms could be re-
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