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RADIO MAN DROWNED

_TWO -SEVERELY INJURED

- o HOBART, Wednesday. '

“During gunnery practice by the Royal
| Australian. Navy at Norfolk Bay today,
| & seaplane from the Albatross got into
" & spin and crashed two thousand (eet‘
into the sea.’

Operator MacGowan was drowned, and
Plying-Officer Grant was injured in the
back, together with a broken nose, frac-
tured ribs and hand.’ ;- .

Lieut. Eiliott sustained a fracturedleg
and dislocated shoulder. N

Both the injured men are in hospltal
{ in a serfous condition. .
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rator, was killed | ;
Jured. ;when: a”Seagul] ‘Amphibian. crashed
during the execution of maval manoenvres
'in. Norfolk' Bay this morning. The casual-

tigs ‘were: =’

ch 104, w‘vii\t‘el_eﬁ ‘ ope-

HOBART,
and two officers were in-

KILLED. .- "

Parramatta,. Xew South.Wales.

* McBOWAN,. Donald, ~witeless operator, of]

© . Tyt n INJURED:

ELLIOTT," Jaf D.; lleutenint, England.—Bothl
bones .in right -ankle  broken and righ
shoulder “dislocated. - o .

GRANT, A, E...pilot. officer, of Toowoomba,
Queensirnd.~—Injuries to spinc, broken nose
-and b\fpkcn right hand.” ! 1

: The seaplane’ carrier. Albatross, in com-
pany with other. units of the Rojal A-s-

i tralian Navy, - left - Hobart on Monday,

morning for Norfolk Bay, where the war-
ships have been carrying out battle prac-.
tice. This morning: the ‘fleet was currying

out manceuvrés and gunnery practice. ‘and

four of the Seagull Amphibians, which ave

carried aboard the Albatross were exercis-

ing aloft.

The ’plane  in charge of DPilot-Officer
Grant was being used for photographing
the bombardment of the Isle of Caves Ly
H.M.AS. Australia. The atmospheric con-
ditions were very bumpy at the time, and
made flying rather difficult. When about
a quarter of a imile off the shore, and over
the Isle of Caves, the machine was flyin
at an altitude of about 2.000 feet, apd:
apparently everything was in order,
'Plane .Goes Into a Spin, i

The machine had just made a turn w'h'en'!
it encountered a very bad bump in thel
air. It went into a spin which the pilot;
was unable to correct. and dropped to the®
zea like a stone. Lieutenant Jlliott and|
Pilot-Officer Grant ere hurled nut of the;
’piane before it reached the whater, but ,\lc—]

-] Gowan, who was in the rear of the ma-

chine, taking cbservations of the bombard-}
ment of the island, was trapped in the
tail, and carried under the water. His|

tancous. The impact as the ’plane struck
the surface was terrific, a huge sheet of
water shooting upwards.

, As soon as the pilots of the other!|
planes realiced that a mishap had occur-’
red, they alizhted on- the water beside;
the spot where the machine had disap-:
peared. |

Rescas of Survivors.

_Dilot-Officer Grant and. Lieutenant El.!
liott, though severely injurcd, had con-:
trived  to keep afleat. and the crews of .
the other ’planes soon got alongside them -
jand lifted them aboard. Flight-Lieutenant
i Crowther, and Lieutenant-Commander De-
verell rendered particularly able assist-
ance in this connect’on, one of them div-
ing to help the injured men. The ’piane
which had crashed rose to the surface for
a time after going down, and then wxank
to the bottom, The water is about 40
feet deep at this spot. .

The: desiroyer Anzae, which had been
Iying inside Point Renard during the bon:-
bardment of the island, was the first of
the warships to arrive on the scene,
though several smaller craft were close,
handy. The injured men  were

immediately for IHobart. The engine
room staff made every effert to get the!
hest possible speed out of the destroyer,
and she averagad 23 knots on the run to
Hobart. As soon as she berthed at Prin-
cess \Wharf the casnaltier were rushed to
the Hobart Pubiic Heepital where a medi-
eal examination revealed extensive injuries

in both cases, Grant being the more
severely hurt. I

death must have been practically instan-l'
|

transferred to the destroyer, which set off |-

McGowan's Body Recovered.
The Albatross and the destroyer Success

‘were the next units of the squadron to:
iarrive at the scene of the crash. and opera--
Ltions were immediately__commenced swith
‘a view to raising the sunken machine.’

The petrel rising from the burst tank
made diving impracticable, and a line
was passed around one of the wings in

an endeavour to raise the ’plane by this

means, hut the wing broke away. Even-
tually another line was made fast to the

‘main structure of thc ’plane and it was

hoisted up on to the deck of the Alba-

‘troes.  The body of McGowan was dis-

covered up in the tail in a reclining posi-

‘tion.  MeGowan had been sitting i the

rear cockpit of the machine and lie must
have been caught in the structure as the
‘plane hurtled reawards. It is stated that

‘the actual shell which exploded shortly

before the mishap was spotted and mark-
ed on the chart McGowan was kecping
and which was recovered from the wreck-
'age of the ’plane. -

The engine of the amphibian was al-
most undamaged by the crash and me
:chanics were immediately set at work tak-

'ing the engzine to pieces before the "cors—

‘rosion caused by salt water took effect
on the aluminium alloy of which a large
.part of the mechanizm is constructed.

[ The Official View.

! . .
! Squadron_Leader_Scriven, who is the
|chief Air Force officer aboard the Alba-

fross was unable to account for the ernsh

of the machine, when interviewed aboard
the flagship Australia. e stated that
the engine was in perfect order and the
controls were apparentlyworking correct-
ly. The crash was definitelr not due to
|engine failure. Pilot Officer Grant was
a crpable pilot of considerable expcrl-]

ence. A} X

The body of McGowah will be. buried
with full naval honours to-morrow alter-
noon at Hobart. A maval eourt of in-,
quiry will &it at Hobart _nrnbnh’._v next
lwcokv t investizate the accident.

Tient. Eliott's condition i fair, There

is every hope that Pilot-Officer  Grant
wilt survive his injuries. hut the extent of
the injury to his back has not yet been
ascertained.
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- jerator, was. ﬂym

- mchlne ‘alighteéd’, near -the’ wreckage ofi

g ek B e

gtven: a ¥ flying ~officers'-at-
the: qnest ons the death™of Donaldr :Mea
Goﬁr less ‘operator, .who' was. kllled
‘Wh‘en‘?fug“sﬁ lsamphibian' -attached “to

[ 0‘;
B

a "naval tenoeuvres on: Wednes:;
h" laSt. ¢'.crash was due to the pilot’s
ﬂanng iturned ‘the ‘mmchine at too low - a
ying:s Hand. ‘toj the ’plane’s’ encoun::
tering 2 bad bump .as it turned; RO
‘Lieuteriant:Commainder G. 'R, Devereﬂ
obmver of - E.MASL Albatross, said that
he ‘' wan flying’ a ; Sea ull amphibian “over
Notfolk' " Bay-on Wednesday - mornin
Dhotozraph the fall of shot during gom-
bardment - practice -by ‘the Australia off
the Isle:of :Caves," 'Seaplane A94, piloted
by Pilot ‘Officer’ Gmnt and carrym Lien
tenant: Elliott: as observer and ]Eeadmg
Telegraphixt M;cGowan as ' wireless - ‘op-
‘in the vicinity for'the
‘same . purpose,: itness instructed Grant
ito, ﬂy ~at- 2,500ft "About 10,30 "a.m., wit-
'neu AW ceaphne A94 srinning vertxcally
'down'; to . the .#ea:’ Ha -watched her m-
the “Hope’: that - ths’ pifot{ would be able}|
@o pull hér out'of .the spin, but she crash-
¢d 'intb the sea:about a quarter of -a. nixle
firom the.: beach. ‘He immediately.” siz-]
malled “the ‘Australia; to cease - firing, and:
A& soon:as the*sxgnal was - answered - his

e other machme, which was ° floating]
ith the port: wmé‘ tip".and the rudder
a ‘ash. The two officers were clmging to
wreckage .but-there was 'no. sign of.
M Gowan.- Tbey managed to baul Pilot!
Qfficer ‘Grant ,into- their-craft, but could
noty get " Lieutenart Elliott, who yas in’
the water for a few minutes unti boat:nl
arrived from HM A.S. Anzac.
Squadron-Leader ‘Scriven said that in:

batross: ‘crashed .in:"Norfolk |

his opmxon the accident was caused by
the " ylanes receiving a bump when' tum-
m% at a low speed. "~

he, inquest ‘was adJourned to ‘3 date*
to .bei fixed, “as the remammg witmesses:
will* ‘be the.injured officers, * Grant and:
iElliott. The: gondition "of both the sur-'
|viving victims had ioipfoved slightly this
imorning. although it was definitely estab-/,
lished that Grant. had received ‘a spxnala

mgur'y.

Pﬂol’s Heal‘h Qne:honed o

MELBOURNE, March 21.—At an, in-
iest to-day concerning the death of
rrard Raymond Neville (20). air mech-
anic) and Frederick William Ward {24).
mechanic and pilot. who were kill m1

an .aproplane crash near the Kass
aer%ome on March 13, .a theory ‘“ns

advameed. that Ward, who was piloling
the *plane, collapsed in mid-air. It  was
alleget! that about an hour before, the
{ Aight Ward was suffering from a mahrial
attack, \:md e story of Ward’s appareut
coIlaps in a restanrant last year . was
told by a witness.

The (oroner (Mr, Grant) adjourndl the
inguest + to enable - Ward’s pilot’s icerti-
ticate tb be examined. He also wlinted
as a witmess a doctor, who examined
Ward before he commenced his ncna]
traming.

Evidenco was given that Ward’'s; real
name was Hammond, and that het had
‘been adopted at the age of four)/years
iby people named Ward.
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