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. "A Forced Landing. :.
Lo .:; o P et w'
oo mde o UXfelbourne, Noy, 28,
" Owing to an unexpected shortage ~of
petrol in the iana of the e Havidand 9
geroplane, in which the fitst nigit tlight
from Sydney to Mecibourne was aitemp¥
ed curing the weei-end, Squadron, Leud-:
"ers \rigkey ‘and Hepburn were forced to
land at Violet Town, 105 miles from Mel
bourne. Up till tkat stage 345 out of the .
;450 miles betwetn the -Richmond gero-:
'drome (New South Wuates) and Point
Cook (VYictoria), the terinizail po:lp:s of
‘the flight Irad beea covered In  &ix
hours. ' S e
i LReports of the landing at half-past 2-
i‘o'cloca this . morning at° Violet Town, '
. which is between Euroa end Benalia, on
"the main Sydney-Mediourne railway line,
were received by the aeling chief of the
air staf squadron (lreader K. 8. Brown)
and ihe gecretary 'of the Air Board (Ma- |
jor I’ E. Coleman). It was thought that
the unespzeted failure of tae peirol sup-:
ply was due to a leak in the petrol pipes,”
ag, othetwsge, the sapply would have
been more than suflicient to take the aero-
piane over the fuil distance.  ~ S

Major Coleman aid thut Point Covk had
been in wireless communication with the
acropiane , until after it had tefs Al
bury. = .7 B :

. A message from . Violet Town stated
that the peirol pipe broke anen the ma-’
chine wus over the toanship, und the
machine had jusl sufficient €peed-to en-
able the airmen to turfn ouisilse the town-.
ship and make a landing in a zlear pad-,
"dock. he lights of V.u.et Town, which"
/is the only town on the rotute lighted by !
: ofeciricity, ali night, -were  visible from |
 Wangaratin, nod this czabded. the-aitmen J
‘to toeate their posiiion. . They tvere able ¢
to teleprone ot Cook after-the landing,.
“and assisiance  was quickly forthcoming
from Seyvmour. IRepairs. tvere speediiy
done, and petrol obtained from a local
stote. A good takeoll wis pade -at ten
mimutes past § this altermooni™ .=~ ¢
" The spo: from which the machine left
was marked by u giass fire, which was®
caused by a spark trom the machine.. 1:’.*1'
was Guickly ex:ingushed.” BT

The nacate cesched Peoint Cooke at
10 minutes past G o'ciock this evening’
wrhout fucther mishap, quadron Lead-'
or Wrigley was disincined to convment
upon the jourtrey, but he said thay had:
it tot been for the mishap, which he said’|
‘was a brfoken  petrol pipe. the  flisht’
wvould have been  suocessfulin every
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