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Subiectt Research assistance - RAAF Avro Cadet aircraft.
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I am an ex-RAAF pilot now flying B747-400s with
Cathay Pacific Airways in Honci Kong. I have been referred to
you by Bob Piper from RAAF Historical Section in Canberra.
I am currently involved in the restoration of an exRAAF Avro 643 Mk2 CADET (also known as the Avro Trainer"
whilst in service), with a view to returning the aircraft to
stock RAAF configuration and markings. Once restored to its
"former glory" the aircraft will be operated privately within
AuStralia, most probably in association with the RAAF Museum
collection at Pt.Cook.
I am interested in tracking down ANY photographs of RAAF'
CADETS in service, to assist with determining an appropriate
finish for the aircraft at a specific point in its service
career. I cannot be specific as to the identity of this
airframe yet, so am interested in ANYTHING pertinent to any
/all Cadets whilst in use with 1FTS, CFS, SON, 14SON, 21SON,
23SON or 25SON. RAAF museum has only very limited coverage of
these aircraft, and Bob Piper from RAAF Historical Section
are similarly unable to assist. It may be that archival
material covering the units mentioned above will yield some
results on the aircraft in question (A6-1 to A6 34 inclusive;
first delivered 29/12/35 and pensioned off in 1944(?))
As well as photographs, I am interested in any
publications that supported the Cadet whilst in service ie
pilots notes, flying orders, SOPs, training syllabi,
servicing schedules or documents. Copies of these documents
will be used in the restoration and operation of the
aircraft. I intend to operate the machine "now as it was
then" - with appropriate modern concessions to flight safety
- as a demonstration of an earlier phase of military flight
training in Australia. Hence the requirements for operational
documentation.

I am also permanently on the lookout for engine
components - the availability of which will quite literally
"drive" this project. In RAAF service the CADET was powered
by an Armstrong Siddeley GENET MAJOR IA 7 cylinder radial of
150hp. I am particularly eager to obtain pistons, carb's
(Claudel Hobson AV55) and magnetos (13TH-8137; although I am
told ex-Cheetah maps= ( BTH-SC7) will suffice with
modification).
I would like to make a plea to your members via your
journal , for any information that they may be able to
provide concerning any of these topics. Any publications or
photography that is made available will be treated with the
greatest of care, copied and returned as soon as possible by
certified mail. My Australian contact address is:
ci- / Contour Crt, CHIRNSIDE •-' ::.< VIC 3116
I hope that your members may be able to shed some light
on the darker corners of this research, or maybe provide some
other recommended avenues of enquiry.

PS Can you forward membership details of the AHSA to the
Victorian address please?

Darryl Hill

